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ELEMENTARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) 

CURRICULUM MAP 

    GRAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

Curriculum Mapping Purpose 
 

Grand County School District’s language arts curriculum maps are standards-based maps driven by the Utah Core 

Standards and implemented using McGraw Hill Reading Wonders 2014.   Student achievement is increased when 

both teachers and students know where they are going, why they are going there, and what is required of them 

to get there. 
 

Curriculum Maps are a tool for: 
 

 ALIGNMENT: Provides support and coordination between concepts, skills, standards, curriculum, and 

assessments 

 COMMUNICATION: Articulates expectations and learning goals for students 

 PLANNING: Focuses instruction and targets critical information 

 COLLABORATION: Promotes professionalism and fosters dialogue between colleagues about best 

practices pertaining to sequencing, unit emphasis and length, integration, and review strategies 

 SCAFFOLDED  INSTRUCTION  AND  GROUPING  STRUCTURES:  The  organization  of  a  scaffolded 

classroom includes whole group, small group (e.g., teacher-led skill-based, cooperative learning), partner, 

and independent work where students are provided support towards mastery. As students assume more 

responsibility for the learning, gradual support is decreased in order to shift the responsibility for learning 

from the teacher to the students.  
 

                                      Grand County School District elementary ELA maps are created by GCSD elementary teachers 
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Elements of Grand District Elementary Language Arts Curriculum Maps  
    

Grand County School 
District Academic 
Framework to Support 
Effective Instruction 

Grand County School District implements the Response to Intervention (RTI) model as a systematic 
means to address the needs of all learners. This system is supported by Professional Learning 
Communities, in which teachers work together to analyze data and study effective instructional 
methods. 
 

Evidence Based 
Instructional 
Priorities 

Explicit Instruction is a teaching method that has been extensively researched and proven to 
significantly impact student achievement. 

Systematic 
Vocabulary 
Instructional 
Routine 

Instructional routines in teaching vocabulary have also been extensively researched and proven to 
significantly impact student achievement in the area of reading comprehension. 

Four Square Writing 
Rubrics and Format 

‘Four Square ‘ writing is an effective method of scaffolding writing instruction to assist students in 
writing paragraphs that are properly structured and well-developed, in addition to compositions of 
five or more paragraphs, complete with introductory and concluding paragraphs. 

Reading Wonders 
Thinking Map 

The Thinking Map provides a framework for implementing the components of Reading Wonders during 
instruction in order to: Introduce, Teach, Apply, Differentiate, Integrate and Assess concepts and skills 
in reading. 

Essential Skills Skills deemed to be essential for mastery by the end of each grade level are listed 
Big Five-Reading 
The Big Five Ideas in 
Reading appear in 
red in the Reading 
Wonders Unit 
Curriculum Maps 

Phonemic Awareness: The ability to hear, identify and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in a 
spoken word.  
Phonics: Knowing that words are composed of letters that represent sounds and being able to use 
letter/sound correspondence to read or spell an unknown word.  
Fluency: The ability to accurately and automatically read words with no conscious attention or effort so 
that focus is on comprehension.  
Vocabulary: These are the words we have to know in order to effectively communicate in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. .  
Comprehension: The student's focus is on the meaning of the story.  

Language Arts The standards are shown for this grade level and the grade level above and below this grade level. For 



Standards example, in the first grade curriculum map document, standards for kindergarten and second grade are 
also included. 



Grand County School District Academic Framework to Support Effective Instruction 

 

 
Core Expectations for ALL teachers in the Classrooms and Common Areas 

Standards for Instruction Evidence-Based Instructional 
Priorities 

Time Allocation for Instruction Teacher Learning 
Data 

Student Performance 
Data 

Collaborative Problem Solving 
for Instructional Improvement 

Standards direct all 
instructional content 
 

Instructional content aligned 
with the Utah Core Standards 
 

Standards-based instruction 
and reporting 
 

Curriculum maps with pacing 
guides 
 

Scientific research-based 
programs 
 

Schoolwide Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports  

Evidence-based techniques 
increase student achievement 
and engagement 
 

Classroom Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports  
 

Explicit Instruction (I, We, Yaôll, 
You) 
 

Systematic vocabulary 
development 
 

Acquisition, Automaticity, 
Application  
 

Scaffolded Instruction & 
Grouping  
 

Maximizing Opportunities to 
Respond  
 

Feedback cycle 

Maintain a school culture in 
which instructional time is a 
highly valued resource 
 

Master schedule allocates 
adequate time for student 
learning and growth 
 

Classroom instructional time is 
maximized and aligned with 
the standards every day of the 
school year 
 

Ensure scheduling for 
intervention and skill-based 
instruction, including English 
Language Development and 
Special Education services 

Teacher learning and 
professional growth are 
continuously fostered through 
public practice and feedback: 

•Learning walkthroughs 

•Coaching cycles with 
achievement coach, new 
teacher coach and/or peer 
coaches 

•Instructional Problem 
Solving Teams  

•Lesson study 

•Annual goal setting and 
documentation of 
progress toward goals 

 

 

Student performance is 
assessed using a variety of 
reliable and valid methods 
 

Formative assessment 
practices, including: 

•Universal benchmarking 
and screening 

•Progress monitoring 

•Common Formative 
Assessments  

Summative assessment 
practices, including: 

•Student Learning 
Objectives (SLOs) 

•Student Assessment of 
Growth and Excellence 
(SAGE) 

 

Consistently follow problem 
solving steps: identify, 
analyze, plan, and 
evaluate 

 
Maintain a system for 
identification of risk (academic, 
behavior, and attendance) 
 

Timely and consistent review 
of relevant data by teams  

•Evaluate effectiveness of 
instruction for all groups of 
students 

•Determine needs for 
supplemental and 
intensive instruction 
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Response to Intervention (RtI): Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) for Academics and Behavior 

Response 
to 

Intervention 
Muti-Tiered 
System of 
Support 

(1) providing high quality core instruction (and 
intervention) 
matched to studentsõ needs 

(2) using data over time (i.e. rate of learning, level 
of 
performance, fidelity of implementation) 

(3) to make important 
educational 
decisions. 

   

    Student 
Achievement 

Principles 

 

ALL GCSD students and educators are part of ONE proactive 
educational system. 
Evidence-based instruction and interventions are aligned with 
rigorous content standards.
 

Data are used to guide instructional decisions, 
align 
curriculum horizontally and vertically, and allocate 
resources. 
Educators use instructionally relevant 
assessments that are reliable and valid. 

Educators problem 
solve collaboratively to 
meet student needs. 

Quality professional development supports effective instruction for ALL students. 
Leadership at all levels is vital. 
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Explicit Instruction 
I Do - We Do - Y’all Do - You Do 

Model - Guide Practice – Partner - Independent 

Systematic 

 
 
 
 

 
Relentless 

Evidence-Based Instructional Priorities                                       
Applied to Literacy Instruction 

       
 
 

 

 
Engaging 

Ç Focused on critical content 

Ç Skills, strategies, and concepts are sequenced 

logically 

Ç Break down complex skills 

Ç Lessons are organized and focused 

Ç Instructional routines are used 

Ç Examples and non-examples 

Ç Step-by-step demonstrations 

! Adequate initial practice 

NOTE: Students who struggle may require 10- 

30 more times as many practice opportunities 

than their peers. 

! Distributed practice--frequent exposure to content/skill 

over time 

! Cumulative review 

! Teach to mastery 

Ç Increasing Opportunities to Respond 

Ç Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 

Ç Feedback 

Ç Instructional Grouping 

Ç Acquire – Auto – Apply 

Ç Classroom PBIS 

 

Maximizing Opportunities to Respond (OTRs) 

Saying, Writing, Doing 

Group Reading Strategies for Student Engagement 
Ç Model: All students track as the teacher reads the passage. Teacher emphasizes 

reading in phrases with expression. άaȅ turn to model. Everyone ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΦέ 

- Choose this strategy when text contains dialogue, advanced punctuation or 

other content that makes it more difficult for students. 

Ç Echo Reading: The teacher reads a sentence fluently and immediately the students 

read it back to the teacher. Keep the time between the model and test very short. 

All students must track as the teacher or peer reads. άaȅ turn. Echo read. Everyone 

ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΦέ  (Model)  ά¢ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ  back.  Your  turn,  ǊŜŀŘΦέ 

Ç Choral: Students and teacher read together aloud as all students are tracking. This 

should be only on short sentences and title. Teacher sets pace. ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΧŎƘƻǊŀƭ 

ǊŜŀŘΦέ 

- Choose this strategy with text that all students can read. 

Ç Cloze: Teacher reads and pauses at a word (focused vocabulary words) and 

students read the word. Continue for a paragraph or so. άaȅ turn. Everyone 

tracking.   Cloze   ǊŜŀŘΧΦέ 

Ç Partner: Partner A reads a sentence and Partner B reads a sentence. Students must 

track as their partners read. 

Feedback  Cycle Scaffolded Instruction and Grouping (SIG) 
Structures 

Systematic Vocabulary Instruction 

 
Ç Introduce the word 

 Teacher writes/says the word 

 All students repeat the word 

 Multisyllabic breakdown 

 Teacher gives a child-friendly definition 

 All students repeat the definition (with teacher guidance) 

 Teacher identifies any affixes, base/root words, origin, etc. 

Ç Demonstrate 

 Illustrate with examples/non-examples 

 Check for students’ understanding 

 Repeat above steps as necessary 

Ç Apply 

 Deepen students’ understanding by applying the word in a new context 

 Encourage students to use word conversationally and in writing 

*For more detail, see next page 

 
Acquire – Auto – Apply (AAA) Classroom PBIS 

Ç Corrective and Affirmative 

Ç Timely and Frequent 

Ç Specific and Reinforcing 

Ç Whole group, Small groups, Partners 

Ç Fluid and flexible 

Ç Skill-Based Small Group Instruction 

Ç Time 

Ç Content & materials 

Ç Assisted tasks 

Ç Teacher and peer support 

Ç Learn (acquire) the skill 

Ç Build the skill to automaticity 

Ç Apply the skill 

Ç Forming clear behavior expectations 

Ç Explicitly teaching expectations to 

students 

Ç Reinforcing expectations with students 

Ç Correcting of problem behaviors in a 

systematic manner 



 
Introduction Phase 

Systematic Vocabulary Instruction Routine 
Teacher/Student Responsibilities 

1. Teacher writes/says the word. 
2. Students repeat the word. 
3. Multisyllabic breakdown 

 
 
 
 

 
4. Teacher gives a student friendly 

definition, incorporating synonyms 
as appropriate. 

5. Students restate definition with 
teacher guidance. 

T: The word is survive. What word? 

S: Survive. 

T: Let’s clap/tap “survive” into syllables. 
T & S: “sur” “vive”. 

T: How many syllables? 
S: 2 syllables 
T: Where’s the syllable break? 
S: In between sur·vive. 

T: When people or animals don’t die when things are 
really bad or dangerous, they survive. 
T & S: So when people or animals don’t die when 
things are really bad or dangerous, they survive. 

 

6. Teacher identifies any prefixes, 
suffixes, base/root words, origin, etc. 

T: The prefix “sur” means over, above or more. The 
suffix “vive” means to live. 

 

Demonstration Phase 

7. Illustrate with examples/non- 

examples 

a) Concrete examples (realia) 
b) Visual representations—video, 

pictures, diagrams, etc. 
c) Physical gesture 
d) Verbal Examples 

e) Sentence Frames (ex. If I had to 
survive cold weather, I would 
need . 

 
8. Check for students’ understanding by 
discerning between examples and non- 
examples (repeat as necessary) 
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T: Look at people on this river. It is very dangerous. 

However, they don’t get hurt or die, they survive. 

 

 
S: If I had to survive in cold weather, I would need to 
wear a warm coat, snow boots, gloves and a hat. 

 

T: (Example) If whooping cranes had no food in the 
winter and all the food was buried in the snow, would 
they survive? Ones tell your partner why they wouldn’t 
survive. 

S1: The cranes wouldn’t survive because they need 
food. 
T: (Non-example) If there was an ample supply of food 
for the whooping crane would they survive. Twos tell 
your partner why they would survive. 

S2: The crane would survive because it has plenty of 
food and it needs food to survive

 

Deepen students’ understanding by T: If a coyote was chasing a rabbit, what could the

applying the word in a new context rabbit do to survive. 
Teacher asks a deep processing S: (Student responses will vary, but should demonstrate 

 
Students responds via a quick
write and/or orally with a partner
or in a small group or whole
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Four Square Writing Overview 
 

Four Square Writing  Method for Grades 163 (ISBN 1(57310(188(5)  and 
Four Square Writing  Method for Grades 466 (1(57310(189(3) 

are written  by Judith S. and Evan Jay Gould. 

 
You can easily write properly structured paragraphs with a topic sentence and conclusion using a simple “four square” graphic organizer. 
With further practice, you will learn to write well-developed compositions of five or more paragraphs, complete with introductory and 
concluding paragraphs. 

 
Step 1: Write your topic sentence based on your writing prompt or topic. 

 

Divide an entire piece of notebook paper into equal quarters, leaving a large rectangle in the center (as illustrated below.) Once you have 
formulated your position into a main idea (K-1), topic sentence (2-3) or thesis statement (4-6), write your Main Idea or Topic Sentence in 

Box 1. 

 

 
 

The main idea (topic sentence) is placed in the center box of the four square (box 1). Boxes 2, 3, and 4 are used for supporting ideas. The 
lower right box (box 5) is used to build a summary or concluding sentence. This "wrap-up" sentence encompasses all the ideas developed 
in the four square, and is the basis of developing good introductory and concluding paragraphs in the essay. 
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Step 2:  Write three supporting ideas and a concluding sentence. 
 

Once you've written your topic or prompt in Box 1, BRAINSTORM three supporting ideas (Write these in Boxes 2, 3 and 4.) Finally, 
write a concluding sentence in Box #5. Now the center box will contain a complete sentence (topic sentence based on your prompt), and 

boxes 2, 3, and 4 will contain supporting ideas (reasons, examples, or explanations) that prove or support box 1. These ideas must be all 
different from one another, real, and not simple opinions. 

 

Step 3:  Develop your ideas in sentences/paragraph(s) on a separate sheet of paper. (Your sentences/paragraph(s) ideas are now taken off 

the organizer and put into sentences/paragraph(s) form on a separate sheet of paper, which will give you plenty of room to add to your 
sentences/paragraph(s).) Begin writing sentences/paragraph(s) using what you wrote in the Four Square (one sentences/paragraph(s) for 
each box). 

 
Four Square and MORE: 

 

4 Square + 3D: Adding more Details- Now these "supporting ideas" (reasons, examples, or explanations) need further development by 

adding supporting details in boxes 2, 3, and 4. Adding detail and support can be difficult since you may not be accustomed to elaborating. 
You will be challenged to " strain your brains." At this time it is important to remember that there may not be a repetition anywhere on the 

four-square. 
 

4 Square + 3D + C: Adding Connecting words to provide transition between thoughts- By now you are developing your thesis statement 

(box 1) into three reasons, examples or explanations and supporting elaboration (boxes 2, 3, and 4). Connecting (transition) words are now 
needed to provide for smooth transition and reading between what will become paragraphs. 

 

4 Square + 3D + C + V: Incorporating Vivid language into writing- This step helps you develop personal writing style by using carefully 

chosen specific words to provide sensory details and imagery for the reader. Your goal is to show the reader, not to just tell the reader. You 

can list several words under each detail in the organizer and later decide which ones to use. Addition of vivid language furthers elaboration 
and enhances maturity of writing. Building these descriptions prepares the writer for longer and more complex compositions. 

 

Now all that is left is to take your paragraphs and develop the 5-paragraph essay; even your introduction and conclusion ideas are taken 
from your original four square organizer. 

 

 
 

 

 

          8



 

4th Grade Opinion Writing Rubric 
 

Score Statement of 

Purpose/Focus 

Organization Development of 

Evidence 

Language and 

Vocabulary 

Conventions 

4 Opinion is clearly 

conveyed and well 

supported; response 

is focused. 

Organization is 

clear and effective, 

creating a sense of 

cohesion. 

Evidence is 

thorough and 

persuasive, and 

includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are clearly and 

effectively 

conveyed, using 

precise language 

and/or domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

strongly 

demonstrated. 

3 Opinion is clear, 

adequately 

supported response 

is generally focused. 

Organization is 

clear, though minor 

flaws may be 

present and some 

ideas may be 

disconnected. 

Evidence is 

adequate and 

includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are adequately 

conveyed, using 

both precise and 

more general 

language; may 

include domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

sufficiently 

demonstrated. 

2 Opinion  is 

somewhat 

supported; response 

may lack focus or 

include unnecessary 

material. 

Organization is 

inconsistent, and 

flaws are apparent. 

Evidence is uneven 

or incomplete; 

insufficient use of 

facts and details. 

Ideas are unevenly 

conveyed, using 

overly-simplistic 

language; lack of 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

uneven. 

1 The response may 

be confusing, 

unfocused, opinion 

not sufficiently 

supported. 

Organization is poor 

or nonexistent. 

Evidence is poor or 

nonexistent. 

Ideas are conveyed 

in a vague, unclear, 

or confusing 

manner. 

There is very little 

command of 

conventions. 

0 The response shows no evidence of the ability to construct a coherent opinion essay using information from 

sources. 
 

Utah Core Standards 

Writing 1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

Writing 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Writing 9.a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 

[e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

 

Source: Writing to Sources 

Name:    
 



 
Linking Word: 

 
Supporting Reason 1 

 

 
Evidence from text: 

Linking Word: 

 
Supporting Reason 2 

 

 
Evidence from text: 

 Introduce  topic/text  and state  an opinion  

Linking Word:  

Supporting Reason 3 
 

 
Evidence from text: 

Linking Word: 
 
Conclusion 

 

4th/5th Grade Four Square Opinion 
 

 

 



4th Grade Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric 
 

Score Focus Organization Development of 

Evidence 

Language and 

Vocabulary 

Conventions 

4 Main idea is clearly 

conveyed and well 

supported; response is 

focused. 

Organization is clear 

and effective, creating 

a sense of cohesion. 

Evidence is relevant 

and thorough; 

includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are clearly and 

effectively conveyed, 

using precise language 

and/or domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is strongly 

demonstrated. 

3 Main idea is clear, 

adequately supported; 

response is generally 

focused. 

Organization is clear, 

though minor flaws 

may be present and 

some ideas may be 

disconnected. 

Evidence is adequate 

and includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are adequately 

conveyed, using both 

precise and more 

general language; may 

include domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

sufficiently 

demonstrated. 

2 Main idea is 

somewhat supported; 

lacks focus or includes 

unnecessary material. 

Organization is 

inconsistent, and flaws 

are apparent. 

Evidence is uneven or 

incomplete insufficient 

use of facts and 

details. 

Ideas are unevenly 

conveyed, using 

overly-simplistic 

language; lacks 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is uneven. 

1 Response may be 

confusing, unfocused; 

main idea 

insufficiently 

supported. 

Organization is poor 

or nonexistent. 

Evidence is poor or 

nonexistent. 

Ideas are conveyed in 

a vague, unclear, or 

confusing manner. 

There is very little 

command of 

conventions 

0 The response shows no evidence of the ability to construct a coherent explanatory essay using information from sources. 
 

Utah Core Standards 

Writing 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

Writing 9. Draw evidence from literacy or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Writing9.a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 

[e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, actions].”). 
Writing 9.b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

 
 

 

 

 

Source: Writing  to Sources 

 

 

 



Name:    
 

 
Linking Words and Phrases: 

 
Fact, Definition, Detail, Quotations, Examples 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Vocabulary: 

Linking Word and Phrases: 

 
Fact, Definition, Detail, Quotations, Examples 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Vocabulary: 

 Introduce  topic   

Linking Words and Phrases:  

Fact, Definition, Detail, Quotations, Examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vocabulary: 

Linking Word and Phrases: 
 
Conclusion 

 

4th Grade Four Square Informative/Explanatory 
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4th Grade Narrative Writing Rubric 
 

Score Narrative Focus Organization Development of 

Narrative 

Language and 

Vocabulary 

Conventions 

4 Narrative is clearly 

focused and 

developed 

throughout. 

Narrative has a well- 

developed, logical, 

easy-to-follow plot. 

Narrative includes 

thorough and 

effective use of 

details, dialogue, 

and description 

Narrative uses 

precise, concrete 

sensory language as 

well as figurative 

language and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Narrative has 

correct grammar, 

usage, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

3 Narrative is mostly 

focused and 

developed 

throughout. 

Narrative has a plot, 

but here may be 

some lack of clarity 

and/or unrelated 

events. 

Narrative includes 

adequate use of 

details, dialogue and 

description. 

Narrative uses 

adequate sensory 

and figurative 

language and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Narrative has a few 

errors but is 

completely 

understandable. 

2 Narrative is 

somewhat 

developed but may 

occasionally lose 

focus. 

Narrativeôs plot is 

difficult  to  follow, 

and ideas are not 

connected well. 

Narrative includes 

only a few details, 

dialogues, and 

description. 

Language in 

narrative is not 

precise or sensory; 

lacks domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Narrative has some 

errors in usage, 

grammar, spelling 

and/or punctuation. 

1 Narrative may be Narrative has little Narrative includes Language in Narrative is hard to 

confusing, or no apparent plot. few or no details, narrative is vague, follow because of 

unfocused, or too dialogue or unclear, or frequent errors. 

short. description confusing. 

0 Narrative gets no credit if it does not demonstrate adequate command of narrative writing traits. 
  

Utah Core Standards 

Writing 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear 

event sequences. 

Writing 9. Draw evidence fro literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. Writing 9.a. Apply grade 4 

Reading standards to literature (e.g., ñDescribe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 

the text [e.g., a characterôs thoughts, words, or actions].ò) 
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Name:_________________________________________________ 

 
Transitional Words/Phrases: 

 
Dialogue and Vivid Descriptions of Events: 

Transitional Words/Phrases: 

 
Dialogue and Vivid Descriptions of Events: 

 Opening Event  

Transitional Words/Phrases:  

Dialogue and Vivid Descriptions of Events: Transitional Words/Phrases: 

Conclusion: 

4th /5 th  Grade Four Square Narrative  
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Teaching with McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders 
Thinking Map 

 
 
           
       Introduce                           Teach                            Apply                  Differentiate                      Integrate                          Assess   
                    
 Reading Writing                    Reading Writing                     Literature                Leveled                       Collection of                            Weekly 
      Workshop                                Workshop                          Anthology                          Readers                                    Texts                                Assessment 
                                                                        
  Weekly Concept                Close Read                         Close Read                        Small group                            Research and 
                               instruction with                           Inquiry                             Unit Assessment 
Grade appropriate                                Short                          Anchor                             differentiated text                               
topics including                                   Complex               Text                     Short & sustained                        Benchmark 
Science & Social Studies                      Text                                                                                 research                                  Assessment 

                                                                                                    Embedded                                                                            projects   
Interactive Graphic                    Mini lessons                        Complex                                                                                                     
     Organizers                                                                               Texts                                                                             Reading across 
            Interactive Graphic                                                                                                         texts 
                  Organizers                        Application of                                                                             
                                                                                                  Strategies and                                                                       Write about 
                                                          Genre                                   skills                                                                                    reading 
                                                                                                                                        
                 Vocabulary                                                      
                   Strategies                                                                                                                        Analytical 
                                                                                   Writing      
                                                   Comprehension                                                      
                                                    Strategies/Skills                                                  Reading Wonders 
                                                                                                                                                                                     Teacher Edition 
   Word work/ 
                                                    Writing Traits 
                                                    
                                                 Grammar Handbook                            
 



 

Essential Skills- 4th Grade 

 
Comprehension   
RL.1 Cite examples from grade level text to answer given questions; use text 

evidence to draw inferences and conclusions. 
RL.2 Determine theme of a given piece of text using 3 or more details; summarize 

grade-level text using 3 or more details. 
RL.3 Describe in depth character, setting, plot in a story. 
RL.6 Compare/contrast  different points of view, theme, character, or plots and 

identify how they are the same and different. 
RL.10 Read/comprehend literature in the 4-5 text complexity band. 

RI.2 Determine  the main idea and details of a given grade-level text. 
RI.5 Describe the overall structure (chronology, cause/effect, problem/solution) of 

a given text. 
RI.7    Use text features to interpret information presented visually, orally, or 

quantitatively.  
RI.9   Use  information gathered from two texts on the same topic,  and compile it 

into  a written or oral presentation. 
RI.10   Read/comprehend informational text in the 4-5 complexity band. 
Fluency  
RF.4 Read with sufficient accuracy to support comprehension (DIBELS ) 
  
Wonders-BM1 Use appropriate rate, expression, intonation, and phrasing. 
 Use punctuation cues in reading. 
 

 

 

 

 

Phonics  

RF.3 Know/apply grade level phonics (See Wonders-BM1). 

  

  

  

Vocabulary  

L.4.a Use context clues to determine word meaning. 

L.4.c Use reference materials, digital and print. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Writing 
(Expression & 
Conventions)  

 

W.1 Write opinion pieces  on a given topic, using a topic sentence,  facts, details, 
linking phrases, and a concluding statement. 

W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts using a topic sentence, facts, details, linking 
phrases, and a concluding statement. 

W.3 Write narratives which have  a clear beginning, middle and end 
W.5 Use planning, editing and revising  to develop and strengthen the writing 

process.  
W.7  Produce short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic. 
W.10 Write routinely (different time frames, purposes, audiences). 

  

 

 

Grammar   
L.1.a Use relative pronouns. 
L.1.b Form and use progressive verb tenses. 
L.1.f Produce complete simple and complex sentences. 
L.1.g Correctly use frequently confused words (homonyms). 
L.2.a Use correct capitalization when writing sentences and proper nouns. 
L.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a 

text. 

L.5.c Use antonyms and synonyms to help with understanding of words. 

L.6 Acquire and use grade- appropriate general academic and domain specific words. 

Spelling  

L.2.d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 



L.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 
L.3.1f  Identify and use the subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 
L.4.3b  Use punctuation correctly to convey mood and expression. 
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 Unit 1 + SS  Weeks 1-8 4th
  
Grade Trimester 1   Approx. 35 days   GCSD Revised on 6/25/14 

BIG  IDEA:      Think It Through :  How can a challenge bring out our best? 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 

L.4.1.e  Form and use prepositional phrases.  
L.4.1.f  Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.   
L.4.2.d  Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.  
L.4.3.a  Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. 
L.4.4.a  Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.    
L.4.4.b  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).   
L.4.5.b Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.    
L.4.5.a  Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.    
L.4.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., 
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).   
RF.4.3.a  Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
context and out of context.  
RF.4.4.b  Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.   
RI.4.7  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.  
RL.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  
RL.4.2  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.   
RI.4.3  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.   
RL.4.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).   
RL.4.5  Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.   
RL.4.9  Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional 
literature from different cultures.   
SL.4.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.   
SL.4.1.a  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion.   
SL.4.1.b  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.    
SL.4.2  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.   
SL.4.3  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.  
SL.4.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 
speak clearly at an understandable pace.   
SL.4.5  Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  



W.4.1.a  Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
W.4.1.b  Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.  
W.4.1.c  Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition) 
W.4.3.d  Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.  
W.4.5  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.  
W.4.6  With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 
W.4.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Unit 1: SMART START/ WEEK 1                                                                        TRIMESTER 1                                                                                                                  APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS 
 
Weekly Concept: Clever Ideas 
Essential Question: Where do good ideas come from? 
 Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 

                  Unit 1 Writing 
Focus: Narrative 
Text 
 
Unit 1 Writing 
Products: Friendly 
Letter; Personal 
Narrative 

  

 Title: Where 
Have All the 
Fish Gone 

Genre: 
Folktale 

Title: "The 
Princess and 
the Pea" 
 
Genre: Fairy 
Tale 
 
Strategy: 
Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 

Close Reading: 
ñA Strange 
Disappearanceò 
 
Short Text: "The 
Dragon Problem" 
 
Lexile: 740L 
 
Genre: Fairy 
Tale 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Sequence 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fairy 
Tale 
 
Title: The 
Princess and the 
Pizza 
 
Lexile: 780L 
 
 
Paired 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fairy 
Tale 
 
Titles: 
A: Clever Puss 
O: Jack and the 
Extreme Stalk 
E: Jack and the 
Extreme Stalk 
B: Charming 
Ella 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connections of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Purpose; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Organization; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Genre 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
brainstorm 
flattened 
frantically 
gracious 
muttered 
official 
original 
stale 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
collaborate 
topic 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy:  
Using a 
Thesaurus 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill:  
Multisyllabic Word 
Strategy 
6 syllable types 
Short Vowels  
 
Structural Analysis: 
Inflectional Endings 

Fluency 
Skill:  
Fluency 
Routines 
Intonation 

Analyze a writing 
model 
Revision 
assignments 
Text connections 
Write about reading 
 
Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Descriptive 
Details 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Sentences 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Sentence 
Punctuation 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 

Weekly: Good 
IdeasðWhere 
do they come 
from? 



Selection 
Genre: Fable 
 
Title: "Tomás 
and His Sons" 
 
Lexile: 650L 

 
 
Paired 
Selections 
Genre: Folktale 
 
Titles: 
A: "Rabbit and 
the Well" 
O: "Stone Soup" 
E: "Stone Soup" 
B: "Ivana and 
the Ogre" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 530L 
O: 750L 
E: 430L 
B: 860L 
 

Using a 
Dictionary or 
Glossary 
Morphology 
Context Clues: 
Synonyms 
 

Workshop:  
The Dragon 
Problem 
Lit. Anthology:  
The Princess and 
the Pizza 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: Coyote's Song 
Before the Ball 
 
Write to Research: 
Write a List 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
sequence of events) 
 
 

                 Unit 1 Writing 
Focus: Narrative 
Text 
 
Unit 1 Writing 
Products: Friendly 
Letter; Personal 
Narrative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



Unit 1:  WEEK 2                                                TRIMESTER 1                                                                                       APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Think of Others 
Essential Question: How do your actions affect others? 
 Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access Complex 
Text (ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 Title: "Say 
Something" 
 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: "The 
Talent Show" 
 
Lexile: 620L 
 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Title: Experts, 
Incorporated 
 
Lexile: 730L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "Speaking 
Out to Stop 
Bullying" 
 
Lexile: 800L 
 
 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: The Dream 
Team 
O: Rosa's Garden 
E: Rosa's Garden 
B: Saving 
Grasshopper 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "Making a 
Difference" 
O: "Fresh from 
the City" 
E: "Fresh from the 
City" 
B: "Backyard Bird 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Genre; Purpose; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Organization; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
accountable 
advise 
desperately 
hesitated 
humiliated 
inspiration 
self-esteem 
uncomfortably 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
dialogue 
focus 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Figurative 
Language: Idioms 

Phonics/Spelling Skill: 
Long a 
 
Structural Analysis: 
Inflectional Endings 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 
and Rate 

Writing Trait: Ideas: 
Focus on an Event 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Subjects and 
Predicates 
 
Grammar Mechanics: 
Punctuate Compound 
Subjects and 
Predicates 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
The Talent Show 
Lit. Anthology: 
Experts, Incorporated 
Your Turn Practice Bk: 
The Cyber Bully 
Paul's Mix-Up 
 
Write to Research:  
Paraphrase Facts 
 
Write About Reading: 
Write an Analysis 
(analyze problem and 
solution) 
 
 

Weekly: Effects 
of Human 
Actions 



Habitats" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 530L 
O: 710L 
E: 540L 
B: 810L 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 1:  WEEK 3                                                                                   TRIMESTER 1                                                               APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Take Action 
Essential Question: How do people respond to natural disasters? 

 Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access Complex 
Text (ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 Title: 
"Avalanche!" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: "A 
World of Change" 
 
Lexile: 790L 
 
Genre: 
Informational Text: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Text Features: 
Diagrams; 
Headings 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: Earthquakes 
 
Lexile: 870L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "Tornado" 
 
Lexile: 950L 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: Changing 
Landscapes 
O: Changing 
Landscapes 
E: Changing 
Landscapes 
B: Changing 
Landscapes 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "Students Save 
Wetlands" 
O: "Students Save 
Wetlands" 
E: "Students Save 
Wetlands" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Purpose 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Purpose; Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
alter 
collapse 
crisis 
destruction 
hazard 
severe 
substantial 
unpredictable 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
volcanic 
volcanoes 
inland 
air masses 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
headings 
diagrams 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Context 
Clues: Multiple-
Meaning Words 

Phonics/Spelling Skill: 
Long e 
 
Structural Analysis: 
Plurals 

Fluency Skill: 
Accuracy 

Writing Trait: Ideas: 
Supporting Details 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Compound Sentences 
 
Grammar Mechanics: 
Punctuating 
Compound Sentences  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
A World of Change 
Lit. Anthology: 
Earthquakes 
Your Turn Practice Bk: 
Rising Waters 
Forest Fires 
 
Write to Research: 
Write Helpful Tips 
and Notes 
 
Write About Reading: 
Write an Analysis 
(analyze compare and 
contrast text 
structure) 

Weekly: Preparing 
for a Natural 
Disaster 



B: "Students Save 
Wetlands" 
Lexiles 
A: 670L 
O: 840L 
E: 740L 
B: 920L 

Unit 1:  WEEK 4                                                                                       Trimester 1                                                                 Approximately 5 days 

Weekly Concept: Ideas in Motion 
Essential Question: How can science help you understand how things work? 

Big Idea: 
Think It 
Through 
 
How can a 
challenge 
bring out our 
best? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access Complex 
Text (ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 Title: "Look 
Out Below!" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: "The 
Big Race" 
 
Lexile: 690L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: Cause 
and Effect 
 
Text Features: 
Headings; Speech 
Balloons 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: Cause 
and Effect 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction  
 
Title: A Crash 
Course in Forces 
and Motion with 
Max Axiom, 
Super Scientist 
 
Lexile: 630L 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: Cause 
and Effect 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Titles: 
A: George's 
Giant Wheel 
O: George's 
Giant Wheel 
E: George's 
Giant Wheel 
B: George's 
Giant Wheel 
 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Organization; 
Purpose; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Genre; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
accelerate 
advantage 
capabilities 
friction 
gravity 
identity 
inquiry 
thrilling 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
level 
warp 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
restatements 
transitions 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Long i 
 
Structural Analysis: 
Inflectional Endings 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Phrasing 
and Rate 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Sequence 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Clauses and 
Complex Sentences 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Punctuate Complex 
Sentences  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
The Big Race 
Lit. Anthology: 
A Crash Course in 
Forces and Motion 
with Max Axiom, 

Weekly: Forces 
and Motion 



Paired Selection 
Genre: Science 
Fiction 
 
Title: "The Box-
Zip Project" 
 
Lexile: 620L 

Paired 
Selections 
Genre: Science 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: "3001: A 
Space Mystery" 
O: "3001: A 
Space Mystery" 
E: "3001: A 
Space Mystery" 
B: "3001: A 
Space Mystery" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 550L 
O: 810L 
E: 610L 
B: 910L 
 
 

 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Definitions and 
Restatements  

Super Scientist 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
A Firehouse Lesson 
Science in a Soda 
Bottle 
 
Write to Research: 
Draft a Plan 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
strong word choice) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Unit 1:  WEEK 5                                                                                             TRIMESTER 1                                                                                       APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

 Weekly Concept: Putting Ideas to Work 
Essential Question: How can starting a business help others? 

Big Idea: 
Think It 
Through 
 
How can a 
challenge 
bring out our 
best? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access Complex 
Text (ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 Title: "Kids 
Can Help" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Persuasive 
Article 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: 
"Dollars and 
Sense" 
 
Lexile: 800L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Persuasive 
Article 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Graph; Headings 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Persuasive 
Article 
 
Title: Kids in 
Business 
 
Lexile: 790L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Procedural 
Text 
 
Title: "Starting a 
Successful 
Business" 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: 
Persuasive Text 
 
Titles: 
A: Start Small, 
Think Big 
O: Start Small, 
Think Big 
E: Start Small, 
Think Big 
B: Start Small, 
Think Big 
 
 
Paired 
Selections 
Genre: 
Procedural Text 
 
Titles: 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Connection of 
Ideas 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
compassionate 
enterprise 
exceptional 
funds 
innovative 
process 
routine 
undertaking 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
entrepreneur 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
print sources 
digital sources 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Suffixes 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Long o 
 
Structural Analysis: 
Compound Words 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Phrasing 
and Rate 

Writing Trait: 
Sentence Fluency: 
Sentence Length 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Run-On Sentences 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Correcting 
Fragments and Run-
Ons 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Dollars and Sense 
Lit. Anthology: 
Kids in Business 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
A Helping Hand 
Donating to a 
Charity 
 
Write to Research: 

Weekly: Famous 
Entrepreneurs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Parts of a Library 
Unit Project: 



 
Lexile: 770L 
 
 

A: "Spending 
and Saving" 
O: "Spending 
and Saving" 
E: "Spending 
and Saving" 
B: "Spending 
and Saving" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 660L 
O: 780L 
E: 710L 
B: 890L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a Summary 
Paragraph 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (how 
author informs and 
explains important 
topics) 
 
 
 

Self-select and 
develop from 
options for unit 
research 
projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS:  WONDERS UNIT 1 ASSESSMENT 

 

Unit 1:  WEEKS 6-7                   NOVEL STUDIES                               TRIMESTER 1                                           APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS 



 Unit 2  Weeks 9-16 4th
  
Grade Trimester 1   Approx. 35 days   GCSD Revised on 6/25/14 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
  L.4.1.a  Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).   
  L.4.1.d  Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag).   
  L.4.2.a  Use correct capitalization.   

L.4.2.d  Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.   
 L.4.3.a  Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.  
 L.4.3.c  Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion) 

L.4.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.   
L.4.4.a  Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.    

 L.4.4.b  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).   
 L.4.4.c  Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.   
 L.4.5  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 L.4.5.a  Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.  
 L.4.5.c  Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

  L.4.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined,  
  stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).   

 RF.4.3.a  Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context.   

 RF.4.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.    
RF.4.4.b  Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.   

 RF.4.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.  
 RI.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 RI.4.2  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 RI.4.3  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
 RI.4.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
 RI.4.5  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.  
 RI.4.7  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.   
 RI.4.8  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 
 RI.4.9  Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.   
 RI.4.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range.  
 RL.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.   
 RL.4.2  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.   

  RL.4.3  Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).    
 RL.4.5  Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, 

dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.   
  RL.4.6  Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.   



 RL.4.9  Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 
cultures.  ] 

 RL.4.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range.    

 SL.4.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.   

 SL.4.1.a  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
 SL.4.1.b  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.   
       SL.4.1.c  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.   
 SL.4.1.d  Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.   
 SL.4.2  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.   
 SL.4.3  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.    
 SL.4.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace.   
 SL.4.5  Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
 SL.4.6  Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when 

appropriate to task and situation.  
 SL.CCR.3  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 W.4.2.a  Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.   
 W.4.2.b  Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.   
 W.4.2.c  Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because).   
 W.4.2.d  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.   
 W.4.2.e  Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.  
 W.4.3.a  Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.   
 W.4.3.b  Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.   
 W.4.3.d  Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
 W.4.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 
 W.4.6  With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.   
 W.4.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
 W.4.8  Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 
 W.4.9.a  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 

actions].”).   
 W.4.9.b  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).  
 W.4.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences.  
 

 



Unit 2:  WEEK 1                                                                                TRIMESTER 1                                                                                    APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Literary Lessons 
Essential Question: What are some messages in animal stories? 

Big Idea: 
Amazing 
Animals 
 
What can 
animals teach 
us? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

                  Unit 2 Writing 
Focus: Informative 
Text 
 
Unit 2 Writing 
Products: 
Explanatory Essay; 
How-To 

  

 Title: "The 
Coyote and the 
Hen" 
 
Genre: Folktale 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: "The 
Fisherman and 
the Kaha Bird" 
 
Lexile: 800L 
 
Genre: Folktale 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Theme 

Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Folktale 
  
Title: The Secret 
Message 
 
Lexile: 820L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Fable 
 
Title: "The Fox 
and the Goat" 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Folktale 
 
Titles: 
A: The Cockroach and 
the Mouse 
O: The Badger and the 
Fan 
E: The Badger and the 
Fan 
B: The Wings of the 
Butterfly 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Fable 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; Prior 
Knowledge 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Genre; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Purpose; 
Organization 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
attracted 
dazzling 
fabric 
greed 
honest 
requested 
soared 
trudged 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
symbolism 
outline 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Root 
Words 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Prefixes 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Inflectional 
Endings 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong Openings 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Common and 
Proper Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics:  
Capitalizing Proper 
Nouns  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
The Fisherman 
and the Kaha Bird 
Lit. Anthology: 
The Secret 
Message 

Weekly: Fables 
and Folktales 



Lexile: 790L 
 
 

 
Titles: 
A: "Fox and Crane" 
O: "Fox and Cat" 
E: "Fox and Cat" 
B: "The Fox and the 
Crow" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 600L 
O: 530L 
E: 720L 
B: 770L 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Anansi and His 
Children 
The Tiger, the 
Brahmin, and the 
Jackal 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Write Notes on 
Character, Setting, 
and Plot 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
theme) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Unit 2:  WEEK 2                                                                   TRIMESTER 1                                                              APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Animals in Fiction 
Essential Question: How do animal characters change familiar stories? 

Big Idea: 
Amazing 
Animals 
 
What can 
animals teach 
us? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "A 
Grasshopper's 
Sad Tale" 
 
Genre: 
Dramatic Scene 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: "The 
Ant and the 
Grasshopper" 
 
Lexile: NP 
 
Genre: Drama 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Theme 

Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Drama 
 
Title: Ranita, The 
Frog Princess 
 
Lexile: NP 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Mystery 
 
Title: "The 
Moonlight 
Concert 
Mystery" 
 
Lexile: 710L 
 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Drama 
 
Titles: 
A: Saving the Green 
Bird 
O: The Prince Who 
Could Fly 
E: The Prince Who 
Could Fly 
B: Behind the Secret 
Trapdoor 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Mystery 
 
Titles: 
A: "The Missing Pie 
Mystery" 
O: "The Mystery of the 
Spotted Dogs" 
E: "The Mystery of the 
Spotted Dogs" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Organization 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
annoyed 
attitude 
commotion 
cranky 
familiar 
frustrated 
selfish 
specialty 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
traditional 
contemporary 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Antonyms 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Digraphs  
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Possessives 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Voice: Informal 
Voice 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Singular and Plural 
Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Commas in a 
Series 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
The Ant and the 
Grasshopper 
Lit. Anthology: 
Ranita, The Frog 
Princess 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Grant and the 
Flower Stem 
Goldilocks Returns 
 
Write to 
Research: 

Weekly: 
Animals and 
their 
Characteristics 



B: "The Mystery of the 
Messy Room" 
 
Lexiles 
A: NP 
O: NP 
E: NP 
B: NP 
 
 

Write a List 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
dramatic text 
structure) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 2:  WEEK 3                                                                                       TRIMESTER 1                                                               APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Natural Connections 
Essential Question: How are all living things connected? 

Big Idea: 
Amazing 
Animals 
What can 
animals teach 
us? (three 
limericks) 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Return 
of the Wolves" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: 
"Rescuing Our 
Reefs" 
 
Lexile: 810L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Headings; Flow 
Chart 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Title: The Buffalo 
Are Back 
 
Lexile: 800L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "Energy in 
the Ecosystem" 
 
Lexile: 790L 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea and 
Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Titles: 
A: Saving San 
Francisco Bay 
O: Saving San 
Francisco Bay 
E: Saving San 
Francisco Bay 
B: Saving San 
Francisco Bay 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "The Great Estuary 
Ecosystem" 
O: "The Great Estuary 
Ecosystem" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Genre; 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Purpose 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
crumbled 
droughts 
ecosystem 
extinct 
flourished 
fragile 
imbalance 
ripples 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
replanted 
eroded 
preserve 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
flow chart 
categorize 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Sentence Clues 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Three-
Letter Blends 
 
Structural 
Analysis:  
Words Ending in  
-er and -est 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Accuracy 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Supporting 
Details 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Irregular Plural 
Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics:  
Correct Plural 
Forms 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Rescuing Our 
Reefs 
Lit. Anthology: 
The Buffalo Are 
Back 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
A Worm's Work 
Dad and I See 
Green Worms 
 
Write to 
Research: 

Weekly: Food 
Web 



E: "The Great Estuary 
Ecosystem" 
B: "The Great Estuary 
Ecosystem" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 690L 
O: 850L 
E: 820L 
B: 900L 
 

Write Notes and 
Facts on a 
Foldable 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
text features) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 2:  WEEK 4                                                                                                      TRIMESTER 1                                                                   APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 
  

Weekly Concept: Adaptations 
Essential Question: What helps an animal survive? 

Big Idea: 
Amazing 
Animals 
 
What can 
animals teach 
us? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 Title: 
"Adaptations 
at Work" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: 
"Animal 
Adaptations" 
 
Lexile: 850L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Photographs and 
Captions; 
Headings 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: Spiders 
 
Lexile: 820L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Trickster 
Tale 
 
Title: "Anansi 
and the Birds" 
 
Lexile: 740L 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea and 
Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: Extreme Animals 
O: Extreme Animals 
E: Extreme Animals 
B: Extreme Animals 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Trickster Tale 
 
Titles: 
A: "Hare and the 
Water" 
O: "Hare and the 
Water" 
E: "Hare and the 
Water" 
B: "Hare and the 
Water" 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Prior 
Knowledge 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Purpose; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Prior 
Knowledge 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
camouflaged 
dribbles 
extraordinary 
poisonous 
pounce 
predator 
prey 
vibrations 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
spinnerets 
pedipalps 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary: 
captions 
analyze 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Prefixes 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: r-
Controlled 
Vowels /är/ and 
/ôr/ 
 
Structural 
Analysis:  
Suffixes -ful and  
-less 

Fluency 
Skill: Rate 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Logical Order 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Possessive Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Apostrophes  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Animal 
Adaptations 
Lit. Anthology: 
Spiders 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
The Birds 
Giraffes' 
Adaptations 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Write an Outline 
 
Write About 

Weekly: 
Plant/Animal 
Adaptation 



Lexiles 
A: 590L 
O: 830L 
E: 680L 
B: 890L 
 
 

 

 

Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
main ideas and 
details) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 2:  WEEK 5                                                                                     TRIMESTER 2                                                               APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 
  

Weekly Concept: Animals All Around 
Essential Question: How are writers inspired by animals? 

Big Idea: 
Amazing 
Animals 
 
What can 
animals teach 
us? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title: Animal 
Haiku 
 
Genre: Haiku 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 

Short Texts: 
"Dog," "The 
Eagle," 
"Chimpanzee," 
"Rat" 
 
Lexile: NP 
 
Genre: Lyric 
Poetry and Haiku 
 
Skill: Point of 
View  
 
Literary 
Elements: Meter 
and Rhyme 

Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Lyric 
Poetry and Haiku 
 
Titles: "The 
Sandpiper," 
"Bat," "The 
Grasshopper 
Springs," 
"Fireflies at 
Dusk" 
 
Lexile: NP 
 
 
Paired 
Selections 
Genre: Lyric 
Poetry and Haiku 
 
Titles:  "Fog", 
"White Cat 
Winter" 
 
Lexile: NP 

Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: Putting on an Act 
O: The Big One 
E: The Big One 
B: Dolphin Cove 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Titles: 
A: Haiku 
O: Haiku 
E: Haiku 
B: Haiku 
 
Lexiles 
A: 620L 
O: 690L 
E: 530L 
B: 780L 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Genre; Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Purpose 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
brittle 
creative 
descriptive 
outstretched 
Poetry Terms: 
metaphor 
meter 
rhyme 
simile 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
plagiarism 
presentation 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Figurative 
Language: 
Similes and 
Metaphors 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Suffixes 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Contractions 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Expression 
and 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Precise Language 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Combining 
Sentences 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Phrases and 
Interjections  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
"Dog," "The 
Eagle," 
"Chimpanzee," 
"Rat" 
Lit. Anthology: 
The Sandpiper, 
Bat, The 
Grasshopper 
Springs, Fireflies at 
Dusk 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
The Nautilus 

Weekly: 
Animals 
particular to 
different 
regions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Reliable 
Sources 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Write to 
Research: 
Write a Summary 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
poetic structure) 
 
 
 

develop from 
options for unit 
research 
projects. 

Unit 2:  WEEKS 6-7                   NOVEL STUDIES                               TRIMESTER 1                                           APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS 

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS:  WONDERS UNIT 2 ASSESSMENT 

  



 Unit 3  Weeks 17-23 4th
  
Grade Trimester 2  Approx. 35 days   GCSD Revised on 6/25/14 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
  L.4.1.a  Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).   
  L.4.1.b  Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses.  
  L.4.1.c  Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.   

 L.4.1.d  Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag).   
 L.4.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
 L.4.2.a  Use correct capitalization.   
 L.4.2.d  Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.   
 L.4.3.a  Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.   
 L.4.3.c  Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).   
 L.4.4.a  Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.   
 L.4.4.b  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).  
 L.4.4.c  Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.   
 L.4.5  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.   

L.4.5.c  Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).   
 L.4.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, 

whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).   
 RF.4.3.a  Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out 

of context.   
 RF.4.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.    
 RF.4.4.b  Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.    
 RF.4.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

  RI.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.   
  RI.4.2  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.  
  RI.4.3  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
  RI.4.5  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.  
  RI.4.6  Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided.   
  RI.4.7  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information    
contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.   
  RI.4.8  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 
  RI.4.9  Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
  RI.4.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.  

 RL.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.    
 RL.4.3  Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
 RL.4.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).    
 RL.4.6  Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.   
 RL.4.9  Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 



cultures.   
  RL.4.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 

the range.    
  SL.4.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly.   
  SL.4.1.a  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.    
  SL.4.1.b  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.    
  SL.4.1.c  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
  SL.4.2  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.   
  SL.4.3  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.   
  SL.4.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace.   
 SL.4.5  Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
 W.4.1.a  Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.  
 W.4.1.b  Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.   
 W.4.1.c  Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).  
 W.4.1.d  Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.   

W.4.3.a  Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.   
 W.4.3.c  Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.   
 W.4.3.d  Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
 W.4.3.e  Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
 W.4.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 W.4.5  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.   
 W.4.6  With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.   
 W.4.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
 W.4.8  Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.   
 W.4.9.a  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, 

or actions].”).   
 W.4.9.b  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).  
 W.4.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 3:  WEEK 1                                                                                TRIMESTER 2                                                                               APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 
 

Weekly Concept: Friendship 
Essential Question: How can you make new friends feel welcome? 

Big Idea: That's 
the Spirit! 
How can you 
show your 
community 
spirit? (Song: 
"My Country 
'Tis of Thee") 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

                  Unit 3 Writing 
Focus: Opinion 
Writing 
 
Unit 3 Writing 
Products: Book 
Review; Opinion 
Essay 

  



 
 

Title: 
"Samson's 
Advice" 
 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: "At 
the Library" 
 
Lexile: 800L 
 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Title: The Cricket 
in Times Square 
 
Lexile: 780L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Legend 
 
Title: "The Girl 
and the Chenoo" 
 
Lexile: 880L 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Titles: 
A: A New Bear in the 
Forest 
O: Not from Around 
Here 
E: Not from Around 
Here 
B: Cara and the Sky 
Kingdom 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Legend 
 
Titles: 
A: "The Beckoning 
Cat" 
O: "Kintaro, Friend of 
the Animals" 
E: "Kintaro, Friend of 
the Animals" 
B: "Robin Hood's 
Great Friend" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 590L 
O: 650L 
E: 480L 
B: 780L 
 

 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connection of 
Ideas; Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Purpose 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
acquaintance 
cautiously 
complementary 
jumble 
logical 
scornfully 
scrounging 
trustworthy 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary: 
primary source 
secondary 
source 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Paragraph Clues 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: r-
Controlled 
Vowels er, ir, 
and ur 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Closed 
Syllables 

Fluency 
Skill:  
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Sentence Fluency: 
Transitions 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Action Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: Titles 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
At the Library 
Lit. Anthology: 
The Cricket in 
Times Square 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
The Oak Tree and 
the Tiny Bird 
A Perfect Room 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Write a 
Description 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
point of view) 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Important 
places in your 
community 



Unit 3:  WEEK 2                                              TRIMESTER 2                                                  APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Helping the Community 
Essential Question: In what ways can you help your community? 

Big Idea: That's 
the Spirit! 
 
How can you 
show your 
community 
spirit? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Books" 
 
Genre: 
Historical 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: 
"Remembering 
Hurricane 
Katrina" 
 
Lexile: 800L 
 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Title: Aguinaldo 
 
Lexile: 650L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "Partaking 
in Public Service" 
 
Lexile: 770L 
 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: Playground Buddy 
O: Brick by Brick 
E: Brick by Brick 
B: Standing Guard 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles:  
A: "Making a 
Difference" 
O: "A Big Heart" 
E: "A Big Heart" 
B: "The Great Big 
Birthday Bash" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 590L 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
assigned 
generosity 
gingerly 
mature 
organizations 
residents 
scattered 
selective 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary: 
flashback 
opinion 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Definitions and 
Restatements 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Words 
with Silent 
Letters 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Open 
Syllables 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Strong Words 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Verb Tenses 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Subject-Verb 
Agreement  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Remembering 
Hurricane Katrina 
Lit. Anthology: 
Aguinaldo 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
How Vera Helped 
The Bag Parade 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Persuasive Writing 
 
Write About 

Weekly: 
Community 
Service Projects 



O: 690L 
E: 500L 
B: 760L 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
point of view) 



Unit 3:  WEEK 3                                                                                  TRIMESTER 2                                                  APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Liberty and Justice 
Essential Question: How can one person make a difference? 

Big Idea: That's 
the Spirit! 
 
How can you 
show your 
community 
spirit? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Nelson 
Mandela: 
Working for 
Freedom" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 
 

Short Text: 
"Judy's 
Appalachia" 
 
Lexile: 830L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Point of View 
 
Text Feature: 
Time line 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Point of View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Title: Delivering 
Justice: W.W. 
Law and the 
Fight for Civil 
Rights 
 
Lexile: 830L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Autobiography 
 
Title: "Keeping 
Freedom in the 
Family: Coming 
of Age in the Civil 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's Point of 
View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Biography 
 
Titles: 
A: Jacob Riis: 
Champion of the Poor 
O: Jacob Riis: 
Champion of the Poor 
E: Jacob Riis: 
Champion of the Poor 
B: Jacob Riis: 
Champion of the Poor 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Biography 
 
Titles: 
A: "The Fight for 
Equality" 
O: "The Fight for 
Equality" 
E: "The Fight for 
Equality" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connection of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Purpose; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Genre 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
boycott 
encouragement 
fulfill 
injustice 
mistreated 
protest 
qualified 
registered 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
sit-in 
civil rights 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
time line 
evidence 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Synonyms and 
Antonyms 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Soft c and 
g 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Final e 
Syllables 
 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Accuracy 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Relevant 
Evidence 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Main and Helping 
Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Punctuation in 
Contractions 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Judy's Appalachia 
Lit. Anthology: 
Delivering Justice: 
W.W. Law and the 
Fight for Civil 
Rights 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
A Child's Fight for 
Rights 
Talia Leman and 
Randomkid.org 
 

Weekly: Person 
Who Has Made 
a Difference 



Rights 
Movement" 
 
Lexile: 940L 
 
 

B: "The Fight for 
Equality" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 610L 
O: 790L 
E: 650L 
B: 870L 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write to 
Research: 
Write a Timeline 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
author's point of 
view) 
 
 
 
 



 

Unit 3:  WEEK 4                                                                                            TRIMESTER 2                                    APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS     

Weekly Concept: Powerful Words 
Essential Question: How can words lead to change? 

  

Big Idea: That's 
the Spirit! 
 
How can you 
show your 
community 
spirit? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Bringing 
Words to the 
Deaf" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 
 

Short Text: 
"Words for 
Change" 
 
Lexile: 820L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Point of View 
 
Text Features: 
Captions; 
Primary Sources 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Point of View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Title: Abe's 
Honest Words: 
The Life of 
Abraham Lincoln 
 
Lexile: 780L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Speech 
 
Title: "A New 
Birth of 
Freedom" 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's Point of 
View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Biography 
 
Titles: 
A: Nellie Bly: Reporter 
for the Underdog 
O: Nellie Bly: Reporter 
for the Underdog 
E: Nellie Bly: Reporter 
for the Underdog 
B: Nellie Bly: Reporter 
for the Underdog 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "Around the World" 
O: "Around the World" 
E: "Around the World" 
B: "Around the World" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Purpose; 
Connection of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Organization; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Purpose 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
address 
divided 
haste 
opposed 
perish 
proclamation 
shattered 
tension 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
office 
inaugural 
federal 
Union 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary: 
evaluate 
paraphrase 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Latin 
and Greek 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Plurals 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Suffixes -ment, -
ness,  
-age, -ance, -
ence 
 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong 
Conclusions 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Linking Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Subject-Verb 
Agreement  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Words for Change 
Lit. Anthology: 
Abe's Honest 
Words: The Life of 
Abraham Lincoln 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
A True Declaration 
Encouraging 
Change 
 

Weekly: 
Characteristics 
of a Formal 
Letter 



Lexile: 1240L 
 

 
Lexiles 
A: 680L 
O: 790L 
E: 730L 
B: 880L 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suffixes Write to 
Research: 
Write a Sample 
Letter 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
author's use of 
reasons and 
evidence) 
 
 
 
 



Unit 3:  WEEK 5                                              TRIMESTER 2                                                          APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS     

Weekly Concept: Feeding the World 
Essential Question: In what ways can advances in science be helpful or harmful? 

  

Big Idea: That's 
the Spirit! 
 
How can you 
show your 
community 
spirit? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title: "All 
About Organic" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Persuasive 
Article 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 
 

Short Text: 
"Food Fight" 
 
Lexile: 870L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Persuasive 
Article 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Point of View  
 
Text Feature: 
Maps 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Point of View  
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Persuasive 
 
Title: A New Kind 
of Corn 
 
Lexile: 880L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Procedural 
 
Title: "The Pick 
of the Patch" 
 
Lexile: 920L 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's Point of 
View  
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Persuasive Text 
 
Titles: 
A: The Battle Against 
Pests 
O: The Battle Against 
Pests 
E: The Battle Against 
Pests 
B: The Battle Against 
Pests 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Procedural 
Text 
 
Titles: 
A: "Making an Organic 
Garden" 
O: "Making an Organic 
Garden" 
E: "Making an Organic 
Garden" 
B: "Making an Organic 
Garden" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 750L 
O: 880L 
E: 770L 
B: 910L 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
advancements 
agriculture 
characteristics 
concerns 
disagreed 
inherit 
prevalent 
resistance 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
gourd 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
tone 
audience 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Greek 
Roots 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Compound 
Words 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Roots 
and Related 
Words 

Fluency 
Skill: Rate 

Writing Trait: 
Voice: Audience 
and Purpose 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Irregular Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Correct Verb 
Usage 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Food for Fight 
Lit. Anthology: 
A New Kind of 
Corn 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Is Nuclear Energy 
Safe? 
Should We Use a 
Virus to Stop Fire 
Ants? 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Write a List 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (reflect 
on text structure) 
 
 

Weekly: 
Innovation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Gathering 
Information 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop from 
options for unit 
research 
projects. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3:  WEEKS   6-7                 NOVEL STUDIES                               TRIMESTER 2                                           APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS 
 
 

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS:  WONDERS UNIT 3 ASSESSMENT; WONDERS BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT 



 Unit 4  Weeks 24-30 4th
  
Grade Trimester 2-3  Approx. 35 days   GCSD Revised on 6/25/14 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
 L.4.1.a  Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).   
 L.4.1.d  Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag).   
 L.4.1.g  Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).  
 L.4.2.b  Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 
 L.4.2.d  Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.   
 L.4.3.a  Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.   
 L.4.3.b  Choose punctuation for effect.  
 L.4.4.a  Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.   
 L.4.4.b  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).    
 L.4.4.c  Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

  L.4.5  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.    
  L.4.5.a  Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.    

 L.4.5.b  Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.  
L.4.5.c  Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).   

 L.4.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, 
whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).  

 RF.4.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.   
 RF.4.3.a  Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out 

of context.   
 RF.4.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.   
 RF.4.4.b  Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.  
 RF.4.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.  
 RI.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.   
 RI.4.3  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
 RI.4.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.    
 RI.4.5  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 
 RI.4.7  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.  
       RI.4.8  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.   
 RI.4.9  Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.   

RI.4.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.    

 RL.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.   
  RL.4.2  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.   
  RL.4.3  Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

 RL.4.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 
 RL.4.5  Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, 



dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.   
 RL.4.6  Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.   
 RL.4.7  Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.   
 RL.4.9  Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 

cultures.   
 RL.4.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 

range.   
 SL.4.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly.   
 SL.4.1.a  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.   
 SL.4.1.b  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.   
 SL.4.1.c  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.  
 SL.4.2  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.   
 SL.4.3  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.   
 SL.4.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace.   
 SL.4.5  Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
 W.4.2.a  Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.   
 W.4.3.a  Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.   
 W.4.3.b  Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.   
 W.4.3.c  Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.   
 W.4.3.d  Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.   
 W.4.3.e  Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.   
 W.4.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 W.4.5  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.   
 W.4.6  With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.   
 W.4.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
 W.4.8  Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.   
 W.4.9  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.   
 W.4.9.a  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, 

or actions].”).   
W.4.9.b  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).   

 W.4.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences.   

 
 
 

  



Unit 4:  WEEK 1                                                           TRIMESTER 2                                                    APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Our Government 
Essential Question: Why do we need government? 

Big Idea: Fact 
or Fiction? 
How do 
different 
writers treat 
the same topic? 
(Nursery 
Rhyme: "Star 
Light, Star 
Bright") 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

                  Unit 4 Writing 
Focus: Narrative 
Text/Poetry 
 
Unit 4 Writing 
Products: Friendly 
Letter; Poetry 

  

 Title: 
"Speaking Out 
Against Child 
Labor" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 

Short Text: "A 
World Without 
Rules" 
 
Lexile: 830L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: Cause 
and Effect  
 

Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: Cause 
and Effect  
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Title: See How 
They Run 
 
Lexile: 870L 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Text Structure: 
Cause and Effect 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Titles: 
A: A Day in the Senate 
O: A Day in the Senate 
E: A Day in the Senate 
B: A Day in the Senate 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connection of 
Ideas; Purpose 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization; 
Purpose; Prior 
Knowledge 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
amendments 
commitment 
compromise 
democracy 
eventually 
legislation 
privilege 
version 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
ballots 
tallies 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Inflectional 
Endings 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Vowel 
Team Syllables 
 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Phrasing 
and Rate 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong Paragraphs 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Pronouns and 
Antecedents 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Pronoun 
Capitalization and 
Clarity 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
A World Without 
Rules 

Weekly: State 
Constitution 



Text Features: 
Boldface Words; 
Pronunciations 

Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "The Birth 
of American 
Democracy" 
 
Lexile: 830L 

Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "A New President 
Takes Office" 
O: "A New President 
Takes Office" 
E: "A New President 
Takes Office" 
B: "A New President 
Takes Office" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 680L 
O: 820L 
E: 800L 
B: 890L 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

signal words 
narrative 
nonfiction 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Latin 
Roots 

Lit. Anthology: 
See How They Run 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
We the People 
An Interview with 
a State 
Representative 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Write Research 
Notes 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
text structure) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Unit 4:  WEEK 2                                                                         TRIMESTER 3                                                          APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Leadership 
Essential Question: Why do people run for public office? 

Big Idea: Fact 
or Fiction? 
 
How do 
different 
writers treat 
the same topic? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Elephant 
Versus 
Monkey" 
 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Strategy: 
Make, Confirm, 
or Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: "The 
TimeSpecs 3000" 
 
Lexile: 910L 
 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Title: LaRue for 
Mayor 
 
Lexile: 890L 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: "Bringing 
Government 
Home: 
Understanding 
State and Local 
Government" 
 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Titles: 
A: Floozle Dreams 
O: The Wolves of 
Yellowstone 
E: The Wolves of 
Yellowstone 
B: Krillville 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "The Job of a 
Governor" 
O: "Who Wants to Be 
Mayor?" 
E: "Who Wants to Be 
Mayor?" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Connection of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Purpose; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization; 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Genre 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
accompanies 
campaign 
governor 
intend 
opponent 
overwhelming 
tolerate 
weary 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
political 
persuasive 
techniques 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Figurative 
Language: 
Idioms 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Inflectional 
Endings: 
Changing y to i 
 
Structural 
Analysis: r-
Controlled 
Vowel Syllables 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Phrasing 
and 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Develop 
Character 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Types of Pronouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Subject and 
Object Pronouns  
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
The TimeSpecs 
3000 
Lit. Anthology: 
LaRue for Mayor 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
The Sheep in the 
Wilderness 
The Aurora's First 
Mission 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Draft a Plan 

Weekly: 
Political 
Campaigns 



Lexile: 900L B: "Running a Town" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 670L 
O: 740L 
E: 610L 
B: 810L 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
point of view) 
 
 
 

                      



Unit 4:  WEEK 3                                                              TRIMESTER 3                                                                   APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Breakthroughs 
Essential Question: How do inventions and technology affect your life? 

Big Idea: Fact 
or Fiction? 
 
How do 
different 
writers treat 
the same topic? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Good-
bye Icebox!" 
 
Genre: 
Historical 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Make, Confirm, 
or Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: "A 
Telephone Mix-
Up" 
 
Lexile: 950L 
 
Genre: Historical 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or 
Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Historical 
Fiction 
 
Title: The Moon 
Over Star 
 
Lexile: 860L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "3 … 2 … 1 
We Have Spin-
Off!" 
 
Lexile: 900L 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, or Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Historical 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: Ron's Radio 
O: The Freedom 
Machine 
E: The Freedom 
Machine 
B: A Better Way 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "Roosevelt's 
Fireside Chats" 
O: "The Interstate 
Highway System" 
E: "The Interstate 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Genre; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Purpose; 
Organization 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
decade 
directing 
engineering 
gleaming 
scouted 
squirmed 
technology 
tinkering 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
launch 
ignition 
sequence 
liftoff  
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
formal language 
third person 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Synonyms 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Words 
with /ü/, /ū/, 
and /ů/  
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Consonant +  le 
Syllables 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Develop 
Plot 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Pronoun-Verb 
Agreement 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Punctuation in 
Dialogue 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
A Telephone Mix-
Up 
Lit. Anthology: 
The Moon Over 
Star 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Leonardo's 
Mechanical Knight 
Starting Work on 
the Brooklyn 
Bridge 
 

Weekly: 
Plastics and 
their impact  



Highway System" 
B: "A History of 
Washing Technology" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 620L 
O: 690L 
E: 540L 
B: 790L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write to 
Research: 
Write a 
Description 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (reflect 
on point of view) 
 
 
 



Unit 4:  WEEK 4                                                              TRIMESTER 3                                                                    APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

 Weekly Concept: Wonders in the Sky 
Essential Question: How do you explain what you see in the sky? 
Big Idea: Fact or 
Fiction? 
How do different 
writers treat the 
same topic? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access Complex 
Text (ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Pictures 
in the Sky" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: 
"Wonders of the 
Night Sky" 
 
Lexile: 880L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: Cause 
and Effect  
 
Text Features: 
Diagrams; 
Boldface Words; 
Pronunciations 

Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: Cause 
and Effect 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: Why Does 
the Moon 
Change Shape? 
 
Lexile: 900L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Myths 
 
Titles: “Why the 
Sun Travels 
Across the Sky” 
(Helios); “Why 
There Is Thunder 
and Lightning” 
(Thor) 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Text Structure: 
Cause and Effect 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: Stargazing 
O: Stargazing 
E: Stargazing 
B: Stargazing 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Myth 
 
Titles: 
A: "Orion the Hunter" 
O: "Orion the Hunter" 
E: "Orion the Hunter" 
B: "Orion the Hunter" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 650L 
O: 450L 
E: 360L 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Genre; 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Prior 
Knowledge 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
astronomer 
crescent 
phases 
rotates 
series 
sliver 
specific 
telescope 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
asteroid 
dwarf planet 
comet 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
simile 
personification 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Paragraph Clues 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Diphthongs 
/oi/ and /ou/ 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Greek 
and Latin Roots 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Accuracy 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Figurative 
Language 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Possessive 
Pronouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Possessive Nouns 
and Pronouns 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Wonders of the 
Night Sky 
Lit. Anthology: 
Why Does the 
Moon Change 
Shape? 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Stars: Lights in the 
Night Sky 
How Rainbows 
Work 
 

Weekly: 
Eclipses 



Lexile: 910L B: 860L  

Write to 
Research: 
Write a Plan 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
themes, topics, or 
events) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      



Unit 4:  WEEK 5                                                                                           TRIMESTER 3                                                                  APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Achievements 
Essential Question: How do writers look at success in different ways? 

Big Idea: Fact 
or Fiction? 
 
How do 
different 
writers treat 
the same 
topic? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Sam's 
Box" 
 
Genre: 
Narrative Poem 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Texts: 
"Sing to Me," 
"The Climb" 
 
Lexile: NP 
 
Genre: Narrative 
Poem 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Literary 
Elements: 
Stanza; 
Repetition 

Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Narrative 
Poem 
 
Titles: 
"Swimming to 
the Rock," "The 
Moondust 
Footprint" 
 
Lexile: NP 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Narrative 
Poem 
 
Titles: "Genius," 
"Winner" 
 
Lexile: NP 

Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: Try, Try Again 
O: The Math-lete 
E: The Math-lete 
B: The Final 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Titles: 
A: "Sunlight Sparkling 
on Chrome" 
O: "Cross-Country 
Race" 
E: "Cross-Country 
Race" 
B: "Talent Show" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 600L 
O: 740L 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Organization 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
attain 
dangling 
hovering 
triumph 
Poetry Terms: 
connotation 
denotation 
repetition 
stanza 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
sensory 
analysis 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Connotation and 
Denotation 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Variant 
Vowel /ô/ 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Frequently 
Confused Words 

Fluency 
Skill: Rate 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Sensory Language 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Pronouns and 
Homophones 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Contractions and 
Possessives 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
"Sing to Me," "The 
Climb" 
Lit. Anthology: 
Swimming to the 
Rock, The 
Moondust 
Footprint 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
The Principal's 
Office 
 

Weekly: Poets 
and their use of 
language 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Relevant Facts 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop from 



E: 510L 
B: 800L 

Write to 
Research: 
Write an Analysis 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
poetic structure) 
 
 
 

options for unit 
research 
projects. 

 Unit 4:  WEEKS 6-7                   NOVEL STUDIES                               TRIMESTER 3                                           APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS 

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS:  WONDERS UNIT 4 ASSESSMENT 

  



 Unit 5  Weeks 31-37 4th
  
Grade Trimester 3  Approx. 35 DAYS  GCSD Revised on 6/25/14 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
 L.4.1.a  Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).  
 L.4.1.d  Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag).   
 L.4.2.b  Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.   
 L.4.2.c  Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

L.4.2.d  Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.   
L.4.3.a  Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.   
L.4.4.a  Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.   

 L.4.4.b  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 
 L.4.4.c  Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.    
 L.4.5  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.   
 L.4.5.a  Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context. 
 L.4.5.b  Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.    
 L.4.5.c  Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

L.4.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, 
whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).    

 RF.4.3.a  Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out 
of context.    

 RF.4.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.   
 RF.4.4.b  Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.   
 RF.4.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.  
 L.4.4.c  Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

  RI.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  
  RI.4.2  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.    

 RI.4.3  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
  RI.4.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.   

 RI.4.5  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.   
 RI.4.7  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
 RI.4.8  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 
 RI.4.9  Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.   
 RI.4.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range. 
  RL.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  
  RL.4.3  Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).   
  RL.4.9  Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from 

different cultures.    
 RL.4.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 



range.    
 SL.4.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly.   
 SL.4.1.a  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.  
 SL.4.1.b  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.   
 SL.4.1.c  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
 SL.4.2  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.   

SL.4.3  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.   
 SL.4.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace.  
 SL.4.5  Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes 
 SL.4.6  Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when 

appropriate to task and situation. 
 W.4.1.a  Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
 W.4.1.c  Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).    
 W.4.2.a  Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.   
 W.4.2.b  Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.   
 W.4.2.c  Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because).   
 W.4.2.d  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.   
 W.4.2.e  Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.   
 W.4.5  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.  
 W.4.6  With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.   
  W.4.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.   

   W.4.8  Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.   
   W.4.9  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

  W.4.9.a  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, 
or actions].”).   

 W.4.9.b  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).  
 W.4.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 5:  WEEK 1                                                                                     TRIMESTER 3                                                     APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Making It Happen 
Essential Question: In what ways do people show they care about each other? 

Big Idea: Figure 
It Out 
What helps you 
understand the 
world around 
you? (Myth: 
"Persephone") 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

                  Unit 5 Writing 
Focus: Informative 
Text 
Unit 5 Writing 
Products: 
Expository Letter; 
Research Report 

  



 
 

Title: "A 
Special 
Birthday Hug" 
 
Genre: 
Realistic Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: 
"Sadie's Game" 
 
Lexile: 850L 
 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Title: Mama, I'll 
Give You the 
World 
 
Lexile: 970L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Title: "What If It 
Happened to 
You?" 
 
Lexile: 890L 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: Problem 
and Solution 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: Saving Stolen 
Treasure 
O: The Perfect Present 
E: The Perfect Present 
B: First Edition 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Titles: 
A: "Miguel's Amazing 
Shyness Cure" 
O: "Fly Me to the 
Moon" 
E: "Fly Me to the 
Moon" 
B: "Magnolia Leaves" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 560L 
O: 690L 
E: 560L 
B: 750L 

 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connection of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Connection of 
Ideas; 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
bouquet 
emotion 
encircle 
express 
fussy 
portraits 
sparkles 
whirl 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
foreshadowing 
metaphor 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Figurative 
Language: 
Similes and 
Metaphors 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Closed 
Syllables  
 
Structural 
Analysis: Latin 
Prefixes 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong Openings 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Adjectives 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Punctuation 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Sadie's Game 
Lit. Anthology: 
Mama, I'll Give 
You the World 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
The Stray Dog 
A Change of Heart 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Persuasive Writing 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
character, setting, 
plot) 
 
 
 

Weekly: Aid 
Organizations  

                      



Unit 5:  WEEK 2                                                         TRIMESTER 3                                                    APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: On the Move 
Essential Question: What are some reasons people moved west? 

Big Idea: Figure 
It Out 
 
What helps you 
understand the 
world around 
you? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Horse-
Tamer Hattie 
Heads West" 
 
Genre: Tall 
Tale 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: "My 
Big Brother, 
Johnny Kaw" 
 
Lexile: 850L 
 
Genre: Tall Tale 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Cause and Effect 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Cause and Effect 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Tall Tale 
 
Title: Apples to 
Oregon 
 
Lexile: 840L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "Westward 
Bound: Settling 
the American 
West" 
 
Lexile: 830L 
 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: Cause 
and Effect 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Tall Tale  
 
Titles: 
A: The Adventures of 
Sal Fink 
O: The Great Man of 
Nebraska 
E: The Great Man of 
Nebraska 
B: The Tale of John 
Henry 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "Traveling on the 
Mississippi" 
O: "Westward Ho!" 
E: "Westward Ho!" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connection of 
Ideas; Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Genre; 
Purpose; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Prior 
Knowledge 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
plunging 
prospector 
scoffed 
settlement 
shrivel 
territories 
topple 
withered 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words 
hyperbole 
appositive 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Homographs 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Open 
Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Irregular Plurals 

Fluency 
Skill: 
Intonation 
and 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Sentence Fluency: 
Vary Sentence 
Types 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Articles 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Articles and 
Demonstrative 
Adjectives 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
My Big Brother, 
Johnny Kaw 
Lit. Anthology: 
Apples to Oregon 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Working on the 
Weather 
The Mighty John 
Henry 
 
Write to 

Weekly: 
Oregon Trail 



B: "The 
Transcontinental 
Railroad" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 650L 
O: 730L 
E: 650L 
B: 800L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research: 
Write a List 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (reflect 
on character, 
setting, plot) 
 
 
 



Unit 5:  WEEK 3                                                                              TRIMESTER 3                                                                       APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Inventions 
Essential Question: How can inventions solve problems? 

Big Idea: Figure 
It Out 
 
What helps you 
understand the 
world around 
you? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "George 
Washington 
Carver: 
Scientist and 
Inventor" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: 
"Stephanie 
Kwolek: 
Inventor" 
 
Lexile: 830L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Text Features: 
Time Lines; 
Photographs and 
Captions 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Biography 
 
Title: How Ben 
Franklin Stole the 
Lightning 
 
Lexile: 970L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: "Energy Is 
Everywhere!" 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Text Structure: 
Problem and Solution 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Biography 
 
Titles: 
A: The Inventive Lewis 
Latimer 
O: The Inventive Lewis 
Latimer 
E: The Inventive Lewis 
Latimer 
B: The Inventive Lewis 
Latimer 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: "The Nature of 
Light" 
O: "The Nature of 
Light" 
E: "The Nature of 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Genre; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Prior 
Knowledge 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
dizzy 
experiment 
genuine 
hilarious 
mischief 
nowadays 
politician 
procedure 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
polymer 
charted 
Gulf Stream 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
sources 
transition 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Greek 
Roots 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Vowel 
Teams 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Greek 
and Latin Roots 

Fluency 
Skill: Rate 
and 
Accuracy 

Writing Trait: 
Sentence Fluency: 
Transitions 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Adjectives That 
Compare 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Punctuation in 
Letters 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Stephanie Kwolek: 
Inventor 
Lit. Anthology: 
How Ben Franklin 
Stole the Lightning 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Breaking the 
Silence 
Thomas Edison 
 
Write to 
Research: 

Weekly: 
Inventors 



Lexile: 890L Light" 
B: "The Nature of 
Light" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 630L 
O: 800L 
E: 710L 
B: 900L 

Write a Report 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
use of time line) 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    



Unit 5:  WEEK 4                                                               TRIMESTER 3                                               APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Zoom In 
Essential Question: What can you discover when you look closely at something? 

Big Idea: Figure 
It Out 
 
What helps you 
understand the 
world around 
you? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 Title: "Stick 
Like a Gecko" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: "Your 
World Up Close" 
 
Lexile: 860L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Sequence  
 
Text Features: 
Photographs and 
Captions 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Title: A Drop of 
Water 
 
Lexile: 870L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Title: "The 
Incredible 
Shrinking Potion" 
 
Lexile: 980L 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Text Structure: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text: Expository 
 
Titles: 
A: Secrets of the Ice 
O: Secrets of the Ice 
E: Secrets of the Ice 
B: Secrets of the Ice 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Fantasy 
 
Titles: 
A: "Super-vision" 
O: "Super-vision" 
E: "Super-vision" 
B: "Super-vision" 
 
Lexiles 
A: 650L 
O: 850L 
E: 780L 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Connection of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Purpose; 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Connection of 
Ideas; Genre 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
cling 
dissolves 
gritty 
humid 
magnify 
microscope 
mingle 
typical 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
micrograph 
molecules 
particle 
pollen 
soot 
rods 
vapor 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
rate 
purpose 
expository 
 
Vocabulary 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: r-
Controlled 
Vowel Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Frequently 
Misspelled 
Words 

Fluency 
Skill: Rate 

Writing Trait: 
Voice: Formal 
Voice 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Comparing With 
More and Most 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Combining 
Sentences 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Your World Up 
Close 
Lit. Anthology: 
A Drop of Water 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
At Your Fingertips 
Scott Aldrich's 
Micro Art 
 
Write to 
Research: 
Write a Summary 

Weekly: 
Hubble Space 
Telescope 



B: 900L Strategy: 
Context Clues: 
Antonyms 

 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (analyze 
use of sequence) 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    



Unit 5:  WEEK 5                                                                    TRIMESTER 3                                                    APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS 

Weekly Concept: Digging Up the Past 
Essential Question: How can learning about the past help you understand the future? 

Big Idea: Figure 
It Out 
 
What helps you 
understand the 
world around 
you? 

Read Aloud Reading/Writing 
Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Leveled Reader 
Main Selection, 
Paired Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency 
Skill 

Writing Research 

 
 

Title: "Pictures 
From Long 
Ago" 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: 
"Where It All 
Began" 
 
Lexile: 930L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Informational 
Article 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Sequence 
 
Text Features: 
Sidebar; Map 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Text 
Structure: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Informational 
Article 
 
Title: 
Rediscovering 
Our Spanish 
Beginnings 
 
Lexile: 940L 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text: 
Informational 
Article 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Text Structure: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles: 
A: History Detectives 
O: History Detectives 
E: History Detectives 
B: History Detectives 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles: 
A: "Uncovering the 
Past" 
O: "Uncovering the 
Past" 
E: "Uncovering the 
Past" 
B: "Uncovering the 
Past" 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Sentence 
Structure 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Purpose; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
archaeology 
document 
era 
evidence 
expedition 
permanent 
tremendous 
uncover 
 
Additional 
Domain Words:  
excavating 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Vocabulary:  
sidebar 
listening skills 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Figurative 
Language: 
Proverbs and 
Adages 

Phonics/Spelling 
Skill: Consonant 
+ le Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Latin 
Suffixes 

Fluency 
Skill: Rate 
and 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong 
Conclusions 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Comparing With 
Good and Bad 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Combining 
Sentences 
 
Write to Sources: 
Reading/Writing 
Workshop: 
Where It All Began 
Lit. Anthology: 
Rediscovering Our 
Spanish 
Beginnings 
Your Turn Practice 
Bk: 
Eastern Influence 
A Visit to the Past 
 
Write to 
Research:  

Weekly:  
Archaeologists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Citing Sources 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop from 
options for unit 
research 



Title: "History's 
Mysteries" 
 
Lexile: 890L 
 

 
Lexiles 
A: 690L 
O: 740L 
E: 810L 
B: 880L 

Write a 
Description 
 
Write About 
Reading: Write an 
Analysis (reflect 
on author's 
support) 
 
 
 

projects. 

Unit 4:  WEEKS 6-7                   NOVEL STUDIES                               TRIMESTER 3                                           APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS 
  

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS:  WONDERS UNIT 5 ASSESSMENT;  WONDERS BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Standards for Literature Kï5 [RL] 
 

 

Grade 3 Students: Grade 4 Students: Grade 5 Students: AND DET



1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understand- ing of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 

2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths 
from diverse cultures; determine the central message, 
lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through 
key details in the text. 

3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motiva- 
tions, or feelings) and explain how their actions contrib- 
ute to the sequence of events. 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral 
language. 

5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writ- 
ing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chap- 
ter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part 
builds on earlier sections. 

 
6. Distinguish their own point of view from that 

of the nar- rator or those of the characters. 

 
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

7. Explain how specific aspects of a text's 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by 
the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing infer- 
ences from the text. 

2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem 
from de- tails in the text; summarize the text. 

 

 
3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story 

or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a 
character's thoughts, words, or actions). 

 

 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including those that allude to signifi- 
cant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and 
prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems 
(e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of 
characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage direc- 
tions) when writing or speaking about a text. 

6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which dif- 
ferent stories are narrated, including the difference be- 
tween first- and third-person narrations. 

 
 

7. Make connections between the text of a story 
or drama and a visual or oral presentation of 
the text, identifying where each version 
reflects specific descriptions and di- rections 
in the text. 

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text. 

2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text, including how characters in a story 
or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 

 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including figurative language such as 
metaphors and similes. 

5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits 
together to provide the overall structure of a particular 
story, drama, or poem. 

 

 
6. Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point 

of view in- fluences how events are 
described. 

 
 
 

7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contrib- 
ute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., 
graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folk- 
tale, myth, poem). 

8. (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 

9. Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of 
stories written by the same author about the same or 
similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

 

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT 
COMPLEXITY 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend litera- 
ture, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high 
end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band indepen- 
dently and proficiently. Recognize and begin to read 
documents written in cursive. 

9. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes 
and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns 
of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional 
literature from different cultures. 

 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend litera- 
ture, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the 
grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Continue to develop fluency when reading documents 
written in cursive. 

9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., 
mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to 
similar themes and topics. 

 

 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend litera- 

ture, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high 
end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band indepen- 
dently and proficiently. Continue to develop fluency 
when reading documents written in cursive. 

 

1
4
 



Reading Standards for Informational Text Kï5 [RI] 
 

Grade 3 Students: Grade 4 Students: Grade 5 Students: 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understand- ing of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 

2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount 
the key de- tails and explain how they 
support the main idea. 

 
3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical 

events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in techni- 
cal procedures in a text, using language that pertains to 
time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing infer- 
ences from the text. 

2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 
supported by key details; summarize the text. 

 
3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a his- 

torical, scientific, or technical text, including what hap- 
pened and why, based on specific information in the 
text. 

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text. 

2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text 
and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or 
more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a histori- 
cal, scientific, or technical text based on specific infor- 
mation in the text. 

 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

4. Determine the meaning of general academic and do- 
main-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 3 topic or subject area. 

5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, side- 
bars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a giv- 
en topic efficiently. 

 
6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the au- 

thor of a text. 

 

 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and do- 

main-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 4 topic or subject area. 

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, compar- 
ison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

 
6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand ac- 

count of the same event or topic; describe the differ- 
ences in focus and the information provided. 

 

 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and do- 

main-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 5 topic or subject area. 

5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chro- 
nology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) 
of events, ideas, concepts, or information in 
two or more texts. 

6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, 
noting important similarities and differences in the 
point of view they represent. 

 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, 
photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and 
how key events occur). 

 
8. Describe the logical connection between particular sen- 

tences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/ 
effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

9. Compare and contrast the most important points and 
key details presented in two texts on the same topic. 

 

 
7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quan- 

titatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and 
explain how the information contributes to an under- 
standing of the text in which it appears. 

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text. 

 

9. Integrate information from two texts on the same 
topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

 

 
7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital 

sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer 
to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 

 

 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 

support particular points in a text, identifying which rea- 
sons and evidence support which point(s). 

9. Integrate information from several texts on the same 
topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

 

1
6
 



Reading Standards for Informational Text Kï5 [RI] 
 

Grade 3 Students: Grade 4 Students: Grade 5 Students: 

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT COMPLEXITY 
 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informa- 
tional texts, including history/social studies, science, 
and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Recognize and begin to read documents written in 
cursive. 

 

10.  By the end of year, read and comprehend information- 
al texts, including history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. Continue to develop fluency when 
reading documents written in cursive. 

 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend in- 
formational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, at the high end of the 
grades 4-5 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. Continue to develop fluency when 
reading documents written in cursiv

1
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