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ELEMENTARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) 

CURRICULUM MAP 

    GRAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

Curriculum Mapping Purpose 
 

Grand County School 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ language arts curriculum maps are standards-based maps driven by the Utah Core 

Standards and implemented using McGraw Hill Reading Wonders 2014.   Student achievement is increased when 

both teachers and students know where they are going, why they are going there, and what is required of them 

to get there. 
 

Curriculum Maps are a tool for: 
 

¶ ALIGNMENT: Provides support and coordination between concepts, skills, standards, curriculum, and 

assessments 

¶ COMMUNICATION: Articulates expectations and learning goals for students 

¶ PLANNING: Focuses instruction and targets critical information 

¶ COLLABORATION: Promotes professionalism and fosters dialogue between colleagues about best 

practices pertaining to sequencing, unit emphasis and length, integration, and review strategies 

¶ SCAFFOLDED  INSTRUCTION  AND  GROUPING  STRUCTURES:  The  organization  of  a  scaffolded 

classroom includes whole group, small group (e.g., teacher-led skill-based, cooperative learning), partner, 

and independent work where students are provided support towards mastery. As students assume more 

responsibility for the learning, gradual support is decreased in order to shift the responsibility for learning 

from the teacher to the students.  
 

                                      Grand County School District elementary ELA maps are created by GCSD elementary teachers 
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A Guide to  Grand District Elementary Language Arts Curriculum Maps  
    

Grand County School 
District Academic 
Framework to Support 
Effective Instruction 

Grand County School District implements the Response to Intervention (RTI) model as a systematic 
means to address the needs of all learners. This system is supported by Professional Learning 
Communities, in which teachers work together to analyze data and study effective instructional 
methods. 
 

Evidence Based 
Instructional 
Priorities 

Explicit Instruction is a teaching method that has been extensively researched and proven to 
significantly impact student achievement. 

Systematic 
Vocabulary 
Instructional 
Routine 

Instructional routines in teaching vocabulary have also been extensively researched and proven to 
significantly impact student achievement in the area of reading comprehension. 

Four Square Writing 
Rubrics and Format 

ΨCƻǳǊ {ǉǳŀǊŜ Ψ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǎŎŀŦŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
writing paragraphs that are properly structured and well-developed, in addition to compositions of 
five or more paragraphs, complete with introductory and concluding paragraphs. 

Reading Wonders 
Thinking Map 

The Thinking Map provides a framework for implementing the components of Reading Wonders during 
instruction in order to: Introduce, Teach, Apply, Differentiate, Integrate and Assess concepts and skills 
in reading. 

Essential Skills Skills deemed to be essential for mastery by the end of each grade level are listed 

Big Five-Reading 
The Big Five Ideas in 
Reading appear in 
red in the Reading 
Wonders Unit 
Curriculum Maps 

Phonemic Awareness: The ability to hear, identify and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in a 
spoken word.  
Phonics: Knowing that words are composed of letters that represent sounds and being able to use 
letter/sound correspondence to read or spell an unknown word.  
Fluency: The ability to accurately and automatically read words with no conscious attention or effort so 
that focus is on comprehension.  
Vocabulary: These are the words we have to know in order to effectively communicate in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. .  
Comprehension: The student's focus is on the meaning of the story.  

Language Arts 
Standards 

The standards are shown for this grade level and the grade level above and below this grade level. For 
example, in the first grade curriculum map document, standards for kindergarten and second grade are 
also included. 



Grand County School District Academic Framework to Support Effective Instruction 

 

 
Core Expectations for ALL teachers in the Classrooms and Common Areas 

Standards for Instruction Evidence-Based Instructional 
Priorities 

Time Allocation for Instruction Teacher Learning 
Data 

Student Performance 
Data 

Collaborative Problem Solving 
for Instructional Improvement 

Standards direct all 
instructional content 
 

Instructional content aligned 
with the Utah Core Standards 
 

Standards-based instruction 
and reporting 
 

Curriculum maps with pacing 
guides 
 

Scientific research-based 
programs 
 

Schoolwide Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports  

Evidence-based techniques 
increase student achievement 
and engagement 
 

Classroom Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports  
 

Explicit Instruction (I, We, Yaôll, 
You) 
 

Systematic vocabulary 
development 
 

Acquisition, Automaticity, 
Application  
 

Scaffolded Instruction & 
Grouping  
 

Maximizing Opportunities to 
Respond  
 

Feedback cycle 

Maintain a school culture in 
which instructional time is a 
highly valued resource 
 

Master schedule allocates 
adequate time for student 
learning and growth 
 

Classroom instructional time is 
maximized and aligned with 
the standards every day of the 
school year 
 

Ensure scheduling for 
intervention and skill-based 
instruction, including English 
Language Development and 
Special Education services 

Teacher learning and 
professional growth are 
continuously fostered through 
public practice and feedback: 

ωLearning walkthroughs 

ωCoaching cycles with 
achievement coach, new 
teacher coach and/or peer 
coaches 

ωInstructional Problem 
Solving Teams  

ωLesson study 

ωAnnual goal setting and 
documentation of 
progress toward goals 

 

 

Student performance is 
assessed using a variety of 
reliable and valid methods 
 

Formative assessment 
practices, including: 

ωUniversal benchmarking 
and screening 

ωProgress monitoring 

ωCommon Formative 
Assessments  

Summative assessment 
practices, including: 

ωStudent Learning 
Objectives (SLOs) 

ωStudent Assessment of 
Growth and Excellence 
(SAGE) 

 

Consistently follow problem 
solving steps: identify, 
analyze, plan, and 
evaluate 

 
Maintain a system for 
identification of risk (academic, 
behavior, and attendance) 
 

Timely and consistent review 
of relevant data by teams  

ωEvaluate effectiveness of 
instruction for all groups of 
students 

ωDetermine needs for 
supplemental and 
intensive instruction 
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Response to Intervention (RtI): Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) for Academics and Behavior 

Response to 
Intervention 
Muti-Tiered 
System of 
Support 

(1) providing high quality core instruction (and intervention) 
matched to studentsõ needs 

(2) using data over time (i.e. rate of learning, level of 
performance, fidelity of implementation) 

(3) to make important 
educational decisions. 

¶ ¶ ¶ 

    Student 
Achievement 

Principles 

¶ 

ALL GCSD students and educators are part of ONE proactive 
educational system. 
Evidence-based instruction and interventions are aligned with 
rigorous content standards. ¶ 

Data are used to guide instructional decisions, align 
curriculum horizontally and vertically, and allocate 
resources. 
Educators use instructionally relevant 
assessments that are reliable and valid. 

Educators problem 
solve collaboratively to 
meet student needs. 

Quality professional development supports effective instruction for ALL students. 
Leadership at all levels is vital. 
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Explicit Instruction 
I Do - We Do - Y’all Do - You Do 

Model - Guide Practice – Partner - Independent 

Systematic 

 
 
 
 

 
Relentless 

Evidence-Based Instructional Priorities                                       
Applied to Literacy Instruction 

       
 
 

 

 
Engaging 

Ç Focused on critical content 

Ç Skills, strategies, and concepts are sequenced 

logically 

Ç Break down complex skills 

Ç Lessons are organized and focused 

Ç Instructional routines are used 

Ç Examples and non-examples 

Ç Step-by-step demonstrations 

! Adequate initial practice 

NOTE: Students who struggle may require 10- 

30 more times as many practice opportunities 

than their peers. 

! Distributed practice--frequent exposure to content/skill 

over time 

! Cumulative review 

! Teach to mastery 

Ç Increasing Opportunities to Respond 

Ç Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 

Ç Feedback 

Ç Instructional Grouping 

Ç Acquire – Auto – Apply 

Ç Classroom PBIS 

 

Maximizing Opportunities to Respond (OTRs) 

Saying, Writing, Doing 

Group Reading Strategies for Student Engagement 
Ç Model: All students track as the teacher reads the passage. Teacher emphasizes 

reading in phrases with expression. άaȅ turn to model. Everyone ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΦέ 

- Choose this strategy when text contains dialogue, advanced punctuation or 

other content that makes it more difficult for students. 

Ç Echo Reading: The teacher reads a sentence fluently and immediately the students 

read it back to the teacher. Keep the time between the model and test very short. 

All students must track as the teacher or peer reads. άaȅ turn. Echo read. Everyone 

ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΦέ  (Model)  ά¢ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ  back.  Your  turn,  ǊŜŀŘΦέ 

Ç Choral: Students and teacher read together aloud as all students are tracking. This 

should be only on short sentences and title. Teacher sets pace. ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΧŎƘƻǊŀƭ 

ǊŜŀŘΦέ 

- Choose this strategy with text that all students can read. 

Ç Cloze: Teacher reads and pauses at a word (focused vocabulary words) and 

students read the word. Continue for a paragraph or so. άaȅ turn. Everyone 

tracking.   Cloze   ǊŜŀŘΧΦέ 

Ç Partner: Partner A reads a sentence and Partner B reads a sentence. Students must 

track as their partners read. 

Feedback  Cycle Scaffolded Instruction and Grouping (SIG) 
Structures 

Systematic Vocabulary Instruction 

 
Ç Introduce the word 

¶ Teacher writes/says the word 

¶ All students repeat the word 

¶ Multisyllabic breakdown 

¶ Teacher gives a child-friendly definition 

¶ All students repeat the definition (with teacher guidance) 

¶ Teacher identifies any affixes, base/root words, origin, etc. 

Ç Demonstrate 

¶ Illustrate with examples/non-examples 

¶ Check for students’ understanding 

¶ Repeat above steps as necessary 

Ç Apply 

¶ Deepen students’ understanding by applying the word in a new context 

¶ Encourage students to use word conversationally and in writing 

*For more detail, see next page 

 
Acquire – Auto – Apply (AAA) Classroom PBIS 

Ç Corrective and Affirmative 

Ç Timely and Frequent 

Ç Specific and Reinforcing 

Ç Whole group, Small groups, Partners 

Ç Fluid and flexible 

Ç Skill-Based Small Group Instruction 

Ç Time 

Ç Content & materials 

Ç Assisted tasks 

Ç Teacher and peer support 

Ç Learn (acquire) the skill 

Ç Build the skill to automaticity 

Ç Apply the skill 

Ç Forming clear behavior expectations 

Ç Explicitly teaching expectations to 

students 

Ç Reinforcing expectations with students 

Ç Correcting of problem behaviors in a 

systematic manner 



 
Introduction Phase 

Systematic Vocabulary Instruction Routine 
Teacher/Student Responsibilities 

1. Teacher writes/says the word. 
2. Students repeat the word. 
3. Multisyllabic breakdown 

 
 
 
 

 
4. Teacher gives a student friendly 

definition, incorporating synonyms 
as appropriate. 

5. Students restate definition with 
teacher guidance. 

T: The word is survive. What word? 

S: Survive. 

T: Let’s clap/tap “survive” into syllables. 
T & S: “sur” “vive”. 

T: How many syllables? 
S: 2 syllables 
T: Where’s the syllable break? 
S: In between sur·vive. 

T: When people or animals don’t die when things are 
really bad or dangerous, they survive. 
T & S: So when people or animals don’t die when 
things are really bad or dangerous, they survive. 

 

6. Teacher identifies any prefixes, 
suffixes, base/root words, origin, etc. 

T: The prefix “sur” means over, above or more. The 
suffix “vive” means to live. 

 

Demonstration Phase 

7. Illustrate with examples/non- 

examples 

a) Concrete examples (realia) 
b) Visual representations—video, 

pictures, diagrams, etc. 
c) Physical gesture 
d) Verbal Examples 

e) Sentence Frames (ex. If I had to 
survive cold weather, I would 
need . 

 
8. Check for students’ understanding by 
discerning between examples and non- 
examples (repeat as necessary) 
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T: Look at people on this river. It is very dangerous. 

However, they don’t get hurt or die, they survive. 

 
 

S: If I had to survive in cold weather, I would need to 
wear a warm coat, snow boots, gloves and a hat. 

 

T: (Example) If whooping cranes had no food in the 
winter and all the food was buried in the snow, would 
they survive? Ones tell your partner why they wouldn’t 
survive. 

S1: The cranes wouldn’t survive because they need 
food. 
T: (Non-example) If there was an ample supply of food 
for the whooping crane would they survive. Twos tell 
your partner why they would survive. 

S2: The crane would survive because it has plenty of 
food and it needs food to survive. 

 

Deepen students’ understanding by T: If a coyote was chasing a rabbit, what could the

applying the word in a new context rabbit do to survive. 
Teacher asks a deep processing S: (Student responses will vary, but should demonstrate 

 
Students responds via a quick

write and/or orally with a partner
or in a small group or whole
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Four Square Writing Overview 
 

Four Square Writing  Method for Grades 163 (ISBN 1(57310(188(5)  and 
Four Square Writing  Method for Grades 466 (1(57310(189(3) 

are written  by Judith S. and Evan Jay Gould. 

 
You can easily write properly structured paragraphs with a topic sentence and conclusion using a simple “four square” graphic organizer. 
With further practice, you will learn to write well-developed compositions of five or more paragraphs, complete with introductory and 
concluding paragraphs. 

 
Step 1: Write your topic sentence based on your writing prompt or topic. 

 

Divide an entire piece of notebook paper into equal quarters, leaving a large rectangle in the center (as illustrated below.) Once you have 
formulated your position into a main idea (K-1), topic sentence (2-3) or thesis statement (4-6), write your Main Idea or Topic Sentence in 

Box 1. 

 

 
 

The main idea (topic sentence) is placed in the center box of the four square (box 1). Boxes 2, 3, and 4 are used for supporting ideas. The 
lower right box (box 5) is used to build a summary or concluding sentence. This "wrap-up" sentence encompasses all the ideas developed 
in the four square, and is the basis of developing good introductory and concluding paragraphs in the essay. 
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Step 2:  Write three supporting ideas and a concluding sentence. 
 

Once you've written  your topic or prompt in Box 1, BRAINSTORM three supporting ideas (Write these in Boxes 2, 3 and 4.) Finally, 
write a concluding sentence in Box #5. Now the center box will contain a complete sentence (topic sentence based on your prompt), and 

boxes 2, 3, and 4 will contain supporting ideas (reasons, examples, or explanations) that prove or support box 1. These ideas must be all 
different from one another, real, and not simple opinions. 

 

Step 3:  Develop your ideas in sentences/paragraph(s) on a separate sheet of paper. (Your sentences/paragraph(s) ideas are now taken off 

the organizer and put into sentences/paragraph(s) form on a separate sheet of paper, which will give you plenty of room to add to your 
sentences/paragraph(s).) Begin writing sentences/paragraph(s) using what you wrote in the Four Square (one sentences/paragraph(s) for 
each box). 

 
Four Square and MORE: 

 

4 Square + 3D: Adding more Details- Now these "supporting ideas" (reasons, examples, or explanations) need further development by 

adding supporting details in boxes 2, 3, and 4. Adding detail and support can be difficult since you may not be accustomed to elaborating. 
You will be challenged to " strain your brains." At this time it is important to remember that there may not be a repetition anywhere on the 

four-square. 
 

4 Square + 3D + C: Adding Connecting words to provide transition between thoughts- By now you are developing your thesis statement 

(box 1) into three reasons, examples or explanations and supporting elaboration (boxes 2, 3, and 4). Connecting (transition) words are now 
needed to provide for smooth transition and reading between what will become paragraphs. 

 

4 Square + 3D + C + V: Incorporating Vivid language into writing- This step helps you develop personal writing style by using carefully 

chosen specific words to provide sensory details and imagery for the reader. Your goal is to show the reader, not to just tell the reader. You 

can list several words under each detail in the organizer and later decide which ones to use. Addition of vivid language furthers elaboration 
and enhances maturity of writing. Building these descriptions prepares the writer for longer and more complex compositions. 

 

Now all that is left is to take your paragraphs and develop the 5-paragraph essay; even your introduction and conclusion ideas are taken 
from your original four square organizer. 
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2nd Grade Opinion Writing Rubric 
 

Score Statement of 

Purpose/Focus 

Organization Development of 

Evidence 

Language and 

Vocabulary 

Conventions 

4 Opinion is clearly 

conveyed and well 

supported; response 

is focused. 

Organization is 

clear and effective, 

creating a sense of 

cohesion. 

Evidence is 

thorough and 

persuasive, and 

includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are clearly and 

effectively 

conveyed, using 

precise language 

and/or domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

strongly 

demonstrated. 

3 Opinion is clear, 

adequately 

supported response 

is generally focused. 

Organization is 

clear, though minor 

flaws may be 

present and some 

ideas may be 

disconnected. 

Evidence is 

adequate and 

includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are adequately 

conveyed, using 

both precise and 

more general 

language; may 

include domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

sufficiently 

demonstrated. 

2 Opinion  is 

somewhat 

supported; response 

may lack focus or 

include unnecessary 

material. 

Organization is 

inconsistent, and 

flaws are apparent. 

Evidence is uneven 

or incomplete; 

insufficient use of 

facts and details. 

Ideas are unevenly 

conveyed, using 

overly-simplistic 

language; lack of 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

uneven. 

1 The response may 

be confusing, 

unfocused, opinion 

not sufficiently 

supported. 

Organization is poor 

or nonexistent. 

Evidence is poor or 

nonexistent. 

Ideas are conveyed 

in a vague, unclear, 

or confusing 

manner. 

There is very little 

command of 

conventions. 

0 The response shows no evidence of the ability to construct a coherent opinion essay using information from 

sources. 
 

Utah Core Standards 

Writing 1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a 

reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 
 
 

Source: Writing to Sources 
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  Name:    

 
Introduce topic/name of book and state an opinion Linking Word: 

 
Supporting Reason 1 

 Topic or  Name of  Book  

Linking Word:  

Supporting Reason 2 Linking Word: 
 
Conclusion 

 

2nd Grade Four Square Opinion 
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2nd Grade Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric 
 

Score Focus Organization Development of 

Evidence 

Language and 

Vocabulary 

Conventions 

4 Main idea is clearly 

conveyed and well 

supported; response 

is focused. 

Organization is 

clear and effective, 

creating a sense of 

cohesion. 

Evidence is relevant 

and thorough; 

includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are clearly and 

effectively 

conveyed, using 

precise language 

and/or domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

strongly 

demonstrated. 

3 Main idea is clear, 

adequately 

supported; response 

is generally focused. 

Organization is 

clear, though minor 

flaws may be 

present and some 

ideas may be 

disconnected. 

Evidence is 

adequate and 

includes facts and 

details. 

Ideas are adequately 

conveyed, using 

both precise and 

more general 

language; may 

include domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

sufficiently 

demonstrated. 

2 Main idea is 

somewhat 

supported; lacks 

focus or includes 

unnecessary 

material. 

Organization is 

inconsistent, and 

flaws are apparent. 

Evidence is uneven 

or incomplete 

insufficient use of 

facts and details. 

Ideas are unevenly 

conveyed, using 

overly-simplistic 

language; lacks 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Command of 

conventions is 

uneven. 

1 Response may be 

confusing, 

unfocused; main 

idea insufficiently 

supported. 

Organization is poor 

or nonexistent. 

Evidence is poor or 

nonexistent. 

Ideas are conveyed 

in a vague, unclear, 

or confusing 

manner. 

There is very little 

command of 

conventions 

0 The response shows no evidence of the ability to construct a coherent explanatory essay using information from 

sources. 
 

Utah Core Standards 

Writing 2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of 

closure. 
 
 

Source: Writing to Sources 
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   Name:    
 

 
Introduce topic Fact and Definition 1 

 Topic  

Fact and Definition 2  

Conclusion 

  

 

2nd Grade Four Square Informative/Explanatory 
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2nd Grade Narrative Writing Rubric 
 

Score Narrative Focus Organization Development of 

Narrative 

Language and 

Vocabulary 

Conventions 

4 Narrative is clearly 

focused and 

developed 

throughout. 

Narrative has a well- 

developed, logical, 

easy-to-follow plot. 

Narrative  includes 

thorough and 

effective use of 
details,  dialogue, 

and  description 

Narrative uses 

precise, concrete 

sensory language as 
well as figurative 

language and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Narrative has 

correct grammar, 

usage, spelling, 
capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

3 Narrative is mostly 

focused and 

developed 

throughout. 

Narrative has a plot, 

but here may be 

some lack of clarity 

and/or unrelated 
events. 

Narrative  includes 

adequate use of 

details, dialogue and 

description. 

Narrative uses 

adequate sensory 

and figurative 

language and/or 
domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Narrative has a few 

errors but is 

completely 

understandable. 

2 Narrative is 

somewhat 

developed but may 

occasionally lose 

focus. 

NarrativeΩs plot is 

difficult to follow, 

and ideas are not 

connected well. 

Narrative includes 

only a few details, 

dialogues, and 

description. 

Language in 

narrative is not 

precise or sensory; 

lacks domain- 

specific vocabulary. 

Narrative has some 

errors in usage, 

grammar,  spelling 

and/or punctuation. 

1 Narrative may be Narrative has little Narrative includes Language in Narrative is hard to 

confusing, or no apparent plot. few or no details, narrative is vague, follow because of 

unfocused, or too dialogue or unclear, or frequent errors. 

short. description confusing. 

0 Narrative gets no credit if it does not demonstrate adequate command of narrative writing traits. 
 

Utah Core Standards 

Writing 3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what 

happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: Writing to Sources 
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    Name:    

 
Temporal Word: 

 

 
Actions, Thoughts & Feelings: 

Temporal Word: 
 

 
Action, Thoughts & Feelings: 

 Title:   

Temporal Word:  

 

Actions, Thoughts & Feelings: 
Temporal Word: 

 
Conclusion: 
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Teaching with McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders 
Thinking Map 

 
 
           
       Introduce                           Teach                            Apply                  Differentiate                      Integrate                          Assess   
                    
 Reading Writing                    Reading Writing                     Literature                Leveled                       Collection of                            Weekly 
      Workshop                                Workshop                          Anthology                          Readers                                    Texts                                Assessment 
                                                                        
  Weekly Concept                Close Read                         Close Read                        Small group                            Research and 
                               instruction with                           Inquiry                             Unit Assessment 
Grade appropriate                                Short                          Anchor                             differentiated text                               
topics including                                   Complex               Text                     Short & sustained                        Benchmark 
Science & Social Studies                      Text                                                                                 research                                  Assessment 

                                                                                                    Embedded                                                                            projects   
Interactive Graphic                    Mini lessons                        Complex                                                                                                     
     Organizers                                                                               Texts                                                                             Reading across 
            Interactive Graphic                                                                                                         texts 
                  Organizers                        Application of                                                                             
                                                                                                  Strategies and                                                                       Write about 
                                                          Genre                                   skills                                                                                    reading 
                                                                                                                                        
                 Vocabulary                                                      
                   Strategies                                                                                                                        Analytical 
                                                                                   Writing      
                                                   Comprehension                                                      
                                                    Strategies/Skills                                                  Reading Wonders 
                                                                                                                                                                                     Teacher Edition 
   Word work/ 
                                                    Writing Traits 
                                                    
                                                 Grammar Handbook                             

 
 



 
 
 

Language Arts Essential Skills Second Grade 

 
Comprehension ¶ DIBELS EOY BM retell: 27 and 2 points for quality 

 ¶ sequence 

 ¶ describe character, setting, major events in a story 

 ¶ analyze text to find key details 

 ¶ understand genres in fiction and non-fiction texts 

 ¶ unprompted sequential retell 

 

Fluency ¶ DIBELS EOY BM 87 wpm 

 ¶ Reading with appropriate expression/prosidy 

 ¶ DIBELS EOY BM Accuracy 97% 

  

 

Phonics ¶ See spelling category 

 ¶ Reading with prosidy (appropriate expression)  

 ¶ Decoding multi-syllabic words 

 ¶ Use familiar chunks to solve unknown words 

 ¶ Closed and open syllables 

 ¶ CVCe syllables 

 ¶ Vowel team syllables 

 

Phonemic 
Awareness 

 

 ¶ See spelling category 

 ¶ Nonsense word fluency 

 ¶ Blends: tr, pr, gr, br, dr,bl, cl, fl, gl, pl, sl, st, sp, sk 

 ¶ Digraphs: ch, -tch, sh, ph, th, ng, wh 

 ¶ Variant vowel sounds: /u/ oo, u, u-e, ew, ut, ui, ou, /o/: all, aw, au, augh, al, ough 

 ¶ 3 letter blends: scr, spr, str, thr, spl, shr 

 ¶ Consonant + le (ei, ai) syllables 



 ¶ Short vowel digraphs: /e/, ea, /u/, ou, /i/, y 

 ¶ Dipthongs: ou, ow, oy, oi 

¶ Soft c and g; dge, ge, ige, nge, rge 

¶ Silent letters: wr, kn, hn, mb 

¶ R-controlled vowels; (er, ir,ur,or)  (or, ore, oar, ar), eer, ere, ear, are, air 

 

Vocabulary ¶ Use context clues 

 ¶ Use illustrations 

 ¶ Use prefixes, suffixes and root word to find the meaning 

 ¶ Use glossary to clarify or determine meaning 

 ¶ Use dictionary to clarify or determine meaning 

 ¶ Synonyms, antonyms, compound words 

 

 

Spelling ¶ CVC words 

 ¶ Final e, long vowel combinations 

 ¶ Grade appropriate sight words 

 ¶ Decode regularly spelled 2-syllable words with long vowels 

 

Writing 
(Expression & 
Conventions) 

 

 ¶ Write an opinion paper 

 ¶ Write an informative paper 

 ¶ Write a narrative paper 

 ¶ Strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing 

 ¶ Use the proper conventions 

 ¶ Use 4 editing marks: insert, capital letter, spelling, take out 

 

Grammar ¶ Common, proper and possessive nouns  

 ¶ Parts of speech ( adjectives, singular and plural nouns, verbs, pronouns, conjunctions, 
adverbs) 

 ¶ contractions 



 ¶ types of sentences 

 

 

  



 
 

2nd Grade 
Instruction and Assessment Schedule 

McGraw Hill Reading Wonders 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Approx.  

Number of 

Days of 
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Unit 0  Smart Start 2nd Grade Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days GCSD Revised on 6/19/14 

  Unit 1   Weeks 1-6 2nd
  
Grade Trimester 1   Approx. 25 days   GCSD Revised on 6/19/14 

Big Idea: Friends and Family              How do families and friends learn, grow, and help one another? 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
L.2.1.f  Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy).    
L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.   
L.2.2.b  Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.   
L.2.2.c  Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
L.2.2.d  Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage -> badge; boy -> boil).   
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
L.2.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 
L.2.4.a  Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.   
L.2.4.c  Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).   
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.   
L.2.5.a  Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).     
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy).   
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
RF.2.3.a  Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
RF.2.3.c  Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 
RF.2.3.d  Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes.    
RF.2.3.f  Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.  
RF.2.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.   
RF.2.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.  
RF.2.4.b  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
RF.2.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.  
 RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.   
RI.2.2  Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text. 
RI.2.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.   
RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 
RI.2.7  Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 
RI.2.8  Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.  
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 
RI.2.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.   
RL.2.2  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  
RL.2.3 Describe how characters in a  story respond to major events and challenges. 



RL.2.4  Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song. 
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.  
RL.2.6  Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.  
RL.2.7  Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.   
RL.2.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.   
SL.2.1.  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.   
SL.2.1.a  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).   
 SL.2.1.b  .ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ   
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.   
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.   
W.2.2  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.  
W.2.3  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure.   
W.2.5  With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.   
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.   
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).    
W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Unit 1  Week 1 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:  Friends Help  Friends 
Essential Question:  How do friends depend on each other? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 1: 
Narrative 
 
Friendly Letter; 
Personal 
Narrative 

Research 

Title: "The 
New Kid" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction/ 
Fantasy 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: Little 
Flap Learns to 
Fly 
 
Lexile:390L 

GRL: I 
 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Fantasy 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Key Details 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Title: Help! A Story 
of Friendship 
 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Fantasy 
 
Lexile: 410L 

GRL: J 

Paired Selection 
Title: "Crayons" 
 
Genre: Poetry 
 

Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fantasy 
  
Titles: 
A: Cat and Dog  
O: The Quest  
E: The Quest  
B: Class Pets  
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Poem 
 
Titles:  
A: "Uncle Max and 
I"  
O: "Together" 
E: "It Takes a 
Friend"   
B: "What Friends 
Do" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 230L       G 
O: 340L       I 
E: 300L       H 
B: 500L       L 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Connection of 
Ideas; Genre; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
actions,  
afraid,  
depend,  
nervously,  
peered,  
perfectly,  
rescue,  
secret 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
hedgehog,  
prickles 
 
 
Additional 
Academic Words: 
characters, 
events, 
evidence, 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Inflectional 
Endings 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
ball,  
blue,  
both,  
even,  
for,  
help,  
put,  
there,  
why,  
yellow 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
awkward, 
outrageous, 
panic,  
relief, 
squawked 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Blending; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Segmentation 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: short 
a, i 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Plural Nouns: -
s, -es 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Focus on 
an Event 
 
Grammar Skill: 
Statements and 
Questions 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Sentence 
Capitalization/ 
Punctuation 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Key 
Details 

Weekly: How 
do friends 
support and 
depend on 
one another? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:   Week 1 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 1 Week 2 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Families Around the World 
Essential Question:   How are families around the world the same and different? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 1: 
Narrative 
 
Friendly Letter; 
Personal 
Narrative 

Research 

Title: 
"Dinner at 
Alejandro's" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 
Strategy:  
Visualize 

Short Text: 
Maria Celebrates 
Brazil 
 
Lexile: 460L 
GRL: K 
 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Realistic Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Events 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Events 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Title: Big Red 
Lollipop 
 
Lexile: 410L 

GRL: J 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text 
 
Title: "A Look at 
Families" 
 
Lexile: 480L 

GRL: K 
 
 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Events 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: 
Informational Text 

 

Titles: 
A: Music in My 
Family 
O: Happy New Year! 
E: Happy New Year! 
B: I'm Down Under 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Titles:  
A: "Making Music"  
O: "New Year's Eve" 
E: "New Year's Eve"   
B: "Families Around 
the World" 
 
Lexiles:     GRL: 
A: 250L      G 
O: 350L      I 
E: 300L       H 
B: 560L      M 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connections of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Lack of Prior 
Knowledge; 
Connections of 
Ideas; 
Purpose; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
aside,  
culture,  
fair,  
invited,  
language,  
plead,  
scurries,  
share 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
musical,  
triangle 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
compare, 
exclamation, 
setting, 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Root 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
could,  
find,  
funny,  
green,  
how,  
little,  
one,  
or,  
see,  
sounds 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
colorful, 
confusing, 
noticed, 
overflowing, 
tasty 

Phonemic 
Awareness:  
Identify and 
Generate 
Rhymes;  
Phoneme 
Isolation;  
Phoneme 
Blending;  
Phoneme 
Segmentation 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Short 
e, o, u 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Inflectional 
Endings: -s, -es 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong 
Openings 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Commands 
and 
Exclamations 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Sentence 
Capitalization/ 
Punctuation 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Story 
Structure 
Using Text 
Evidence 
 
 

Weekly:    
How are 
celebrations, 
food, clothing 
and sports the 
same and 
different 
around the 
world? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:   Week 2 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 1 Week 3 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Pets are Our Friends 
Essential Question:   How can a pet be an important friend? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 1: 
Narrative 
 
Friendly Letter; 
Personal 
Narrative 

Research 

Title: "My 
Partner and 
Friend" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Ask and 
Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: 
Finding Cal 
 
Lexile: 410L 
GRL: J 
 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Events: 
Use Illustrations 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Events: 
Use Illustrations 
 
 

Main Selection 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Title: Not Norman 
 
Lexile: 450L 

GRL: K 

 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Title: "My Puppy" 
 
Lexile: NP 

GRL: NA 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Key Details: 
Use Illustrations 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Too Many Pets? 
O: A New Home For 
Henry 
E: A New Home For 
Henry 
B: Hello, Koko! 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Titles:  
A: "My Dog Loves 
Me"  
O: "My Best Friend 
Forever" 
E: "Hoppy"   
B: "Who is My Best 
Friend?" 
 
Lexiles    GRL: 
A: 240L     G 
O: 450L     K 
E: 350L      I 
B: 510L     M 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Purpose; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
decide,  
different, 
friendship,  
glance,  
proper,  
relationship,  
stares,  
trade 
 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
goldfish 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
closing, 
greeting, 
rhyming  
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Sentence Clues 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
boy,  
by,  
girl,  
he,  
here,  
she,  
small,  
want,  
were,  
what 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
apologized, 
gazed,  
partner, 
rummaged, 
scent 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
 

 

Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill:  2-
letter blends 
(r, s, t, l) 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Closed 
Syllables 

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Precise 
Language 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Subjects 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Letter 
Punctuation 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Story 
Structure 
 
 
 

Weekly:    
How are 
celebrations, 
food, clothing 
and sports the 
same and 
different 
around the 
world? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 3 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 1 Week 4 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Animals Need Our Care 
Essential Question:   How do we care for animals? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 1: 
Narrative 
 
Friendly 
Letter; 
Personal 
Narrative 

Research 

Title: "All 
Kinds of 
Vets" 
 
Genre: 
Information
al Text 
 
Strategy: 
Ask and 
Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: 
Taking Care of 
Pepper 
 
Lexile: 520L 
GRL: M 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Nonfiction 
Narrative 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Key Details: 
Use Photos 
 
Text Features: 
Photos, Captions 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Key Details: 
Use Photos 
 

 

Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
 
Title: Lola and Tiva: 
An Unlikely 
Friendship 
 
Lexile: 630L 
GRL: O 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational Text: 
Interview 
 
Title: "Animal 
Needs" 
 
Lexile: 430L 

GRL: K 
 
 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Key Details: Use 
Photos 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: People Helping 
Whales  
O: People Helping 
Whales  
E: People Helping 
Whales  
B: People Helping 
Whales  
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Working With 
Animals"  
O: "Working With 
Animals" 
E: "Working With 
Animals"   
B: "Working With 
Animals" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 240L     G 
O: 550L     M 
E: 360L      I 
B: 610L     O 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Purpose 
 
 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Lack of Prior 
Knowledge; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
allowed,  
care,  
excited,  
needs,  
roam,  
safe,  
wandered,  
wild 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
conservancy,  
rhino 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
categorize, 
organization, 
sequence, 
subject 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Root 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
another,  
done,  
into,  
move,  
now,  
show,  
too,  
water,  
year,  
your 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
duty, 
equipment, 
profession, 
satisfaction, 
thorough 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/ 
Spelling Skill: 
short a, long a: 
a_e 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Inflectional 
Endings: -ed, -
ing 

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Sequence 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Predicates 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Commas in a 
Sequence 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Key 
Details 
 
 
 

Weekly:  
What are the 
basic needs of 
animals? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 4 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 1 Week 5 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Families Working Together 
Essential Question:   What happens when families work together? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writin

g Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 1: 
Narrative 
 
Friendly 
Letter; 
Personal 
Narrative 

Research 

Title: 
"Families 
Today" 
 
Genre: 
Information
al Text 
 
Strategy: 
Ask and 
Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: 
Families Work! 
 
Lexile: 500L 
GRL: L 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Time For 
Kids 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Photos, 
Captions, Chart 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Time For Kids 
 
Title: Families 
Working Together 
 
Lexile: 560L 

GRL: M 

Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
 
Title: "Why We 
Work" 
 
Lexile: 510L 

GRL: L 
 
 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Families at Work  
O: Families at Work 
E: Families at Work 
B: Families at Work 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "A Family 
Sawmill"  
O: "A Family 
Sawmill" 
E: "A Family 
Sawmill"   
B: "A Family 
Sawmill" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 300L     H 
O: 400L     J 
E: 370L      I 
B: 630L     O 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Purpose 
 
Literature 
Anthology:  
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
checks,  
choose,  
chores,  
cost,  
customers,  
jobs,  
spend,  
tools 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
combine, 
comparison, 
expand, 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Inflectional 
Endings 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
all,  
any,  
goes,  
new,  
number,  
other,  
right,  
says, 
understands, 
work 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
exchange, 
homework, 
lucky, 
members, 
treasure 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Isolation; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/ 
Spelling Skill: 
short i, long i: 
i_e 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Possessives 

Fluency Skill: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Sentence 
Fluency: Vary 
Sentence Type 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Expanding and 
Combining 
Sentences 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Quotation 
Marks with 
Dialogue 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Text 
Features That 
Inform and 
Explain a Topic 
 
 

Weekly:  What 
do different 
people do at 
work?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Recall 
Information 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop  
from options 
for unit 
research 
projects. 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 5 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



 

 

Week 6 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Testing Week    Unit 1 Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Unit 2  Weeks 1-6 2nd
  
Grade Trimester 1   Approx. 25 days   GCSD Revised on 6/19/14 

Big Idea: Animal Discoveries           How do animals play a part in the world around us? 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.   
L.2.1.a  Use collective nouns (e.g., group).    
L.2.1.b  Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish).  
L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.   
L.2.2.a  Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.  
L.2.2.c  Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.   
L.2.2.d  Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage -> badge; boy -> boil).    
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.   
L.2.3.a  Compare formal and informal uses of English.   
L.2.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.    
L.2.4.a  Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.   
L.2.4.b  Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell).   
L.2.4.c  Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).  
L.2.4.d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). 
L.2.4.e  Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. 
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.    
L.2.5.a  Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).    
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy).   
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.    
RF.2.3.a  Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
RF.2.3.d  Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes.    
RF.2.3.e  Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences.    
RF.2.3.f  Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.   
RF.2.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.   
RF.2.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.    
RF.2.4.b  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.   
RF.2.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.  
RI.2.2  Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.  
RI.2.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.  
RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.    
RI.2.6  Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe. 
RI.2.7  Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.   
RI.2.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 



needed at the high end of the range.   
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.  
 RL.2.2  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 
RL.2.3  Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.   
RL.2.4  Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.  
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.  
RL.2.6  Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.   
RL.2.7  Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.  
RL.2.9  Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.  
RL.2.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.   
SL.2.1.a  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).   
SL.2.1.b  .ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  
SL.2.1.c  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.  
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.   
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.   
SL.2.5  Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.  
W.2.2  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.  
W.2.3  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure.    
W.2.5  With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.   
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.  
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).   
W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 2 Week 1 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Animals in Nature 
Essential Question How do animals survive? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 2: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
How-to Text; 
How-to 
Directions 

Research 

Title: 
"Swamp 
Life" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Make, 
Confirm, 
Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: A 
Visit to the 
Desert 
 
Lexile: 490L 
GRL: G 
 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Realistic Fiction 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Realistic Fiction 
 
Title: Sled Dogs 
Run 

Lexile: 480L 

GRL: K 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "Cold Dog, 
Hot Fox" 
 
Lexile: 510L 

GRL: M 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Hippos at the Zoo  
O: Where Are They 
Going? 
E: Where Are They 
Going? 
B: An Arctic Life for Us 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Hippos"  
O: "A Whale's Journey" 
E: "A Whale's Journey"   
B: "What is a 
Ptarmigan?" 
 
Lexiles    GRL: 
A: 220L     F 
O: 440L     J 
E: 380L      I 
B: 600L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Purpose; 
Connections of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
adapt,  
climate,  
eager,  
freedom,  
fresh,  
sense,  
silence,  
shadows 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
opinion 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Prefixes 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
because,  
cold,  
family,  
friends,  
have,  
know,  
off,  
picture,  
school,  
took 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
capture, 
chorus,  
croak,  
reason,  
visitor 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Addition; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/ 
Spelling Skill: 
short o, long o: 
o_e 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Doubling Final 
Consonants; 
Drop Final e: -
ed,    -ing 

Fluency: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: 
Descriptive 
Details 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Commas in a 
Series 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Illustrations 
 
 
 

Weekly:  
How do 
animals 
survive in their 
natural 
environments? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 1 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 2 Week 2 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Animals in Stories 
Essential Question What can animals in stories teach us? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 2: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
How-to Text; 
How-to 
Directions 

Research 

Title: "The 
Fox and the 
Crane" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction/ 
Fable 
 
Strategy: 
Make, 
Confirm, 
Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: The 
Boy Who Cried 
Wolf 
 
Lexile: 460L 
GRL: K 
 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Fable 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Fable 
 
Title: Wolf! Wolf! 
 
Lexile: 580L 

GRL: M 

Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "Cinderella 
and Friends" 
 
Lexile: 520L 

GRL: L 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and Solution 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fable 
  
Titles: 
A: The Cat and the 
Mice  
O: The Dog and the 
Bone 
E: The Dog and the 
Bone 
B: The Spider and the 
Honey Tree 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Fable 
 
Titles:  
A: "Beware of Tiger!"  
O: "The Dingo and 
His Shadow" 
E: "The Dingo and His 
Shadow"   
B: "The Girl and the 
Spider" 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 220L     F 
O: 440L     J 
E: 320L     H 
B: 590L     M 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Connections of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
believe,  
delicious,  
feast,  
fond,  
lessons, 
remarkable, 
snatch,  
stories 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
morsel, 
scrumptious 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
fable, 
reflect, 
root words,  
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Suffixes 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
change,  
cheer,  
fall,  
five,  
look,  
open,  
should,  
their,  
won,  
yes 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
affection,  
crave, 
frustrated, 
nourishment, 
seek 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Deletion; 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/ 
Spelling Skill: 
short u, long u: 
u_e 
 
Structural 
Analysis: CVCe 
Syllables 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: 
Supporting 
Details 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Singular 
and Plural 
Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Commas in a 
Series 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Themes 
 
 

Weekly: How 
can animal 
fables teach us 
lessons?  
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 2 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 2 Week 3 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Animal Habitats 
Essential Question What are features of different animal habitats? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 2: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
How-to Text; 
How-to 
Directions 

Research 

Title: 
"Explore a 
Coral Reef" 
 
Genre: 
Information
al Text 
 
Strategy: 
Make, 
Confirm, 
Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: A 
Prairie Guard 
Dog 
 
Lexile: 480L 
GRL: K 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Nonfiction 
Narrative 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Main Topic 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Bold Print, 
Subheading, 
Chart, Labels 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Main Topic 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
 
Title: Turtle, Turtle, 
Watch Out! 
 
Lexile: 520L 
GRL: L 

Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "At Home in 
the River" 
 
Lexile: 500L 

GRL: L 
 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Main Topic and 
Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: A Tree Full of Life  
O: A Tree Full of Life 
E: A Tree Full of Life 
B: A Tree Full of Life 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Life in a Termite 
Mound"  
O: "Life in a Termite 
Mound" 
E: "Life in a Termite 
Mound"   
B: "Life in a Termite 
Mound" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 310L     H 
O: 460L     K 
E: 410L     J 
B: 630L     N 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connections of 
Ideas; Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Connections of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
buried,  
escape,  
habitat,  
journey,  
nature,  
peeks,  
restless,  
spies 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
hatch, 
raccoons  
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
abbreviation, 
collective noun, 
common noun,  
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Suffixes 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
almost,  
buy,  
food,  
out,  
pull,  
saw, 
sky,  
straight,  
under,  
wash 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
defend, 
encounter, 
located, 
positive,  
react 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Soft c 
and g 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Prefixes: re-, 
un-, dis- 

Fluency Skill: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Sequence 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Kinds of 
Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Capital Letters 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Key 
Details 
 
 
 

Weekly: What 
are the 
features of 
animal 
habitats? 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 3 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 2 Week 4 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Baby Animals 
Essential Question How are offspring like their parents? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 2: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
How-to Text; 
How-to 
Directions 

Research 

Title: "Wild 
Animal 
Families" 
 
Genre: 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: 
Eagles and 
Eaglets 
 
Lexile: 520L  
GRL: L 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Main Topic 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Captions, 
Diagram, Labels 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Main Topic 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Nonfiction 
 
Title: Baby Bears 
 
Lexile: 590L 
GRL: M 

Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text 
 
Title: "From 
Caterpillar to 
Butterfly" 
 
Lexile: 560L 
GRL: M 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Main Topic 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Nonfiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Animal Families  
O: Animal Families 
E: Animal Families 
B: Animal Families 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Nonfiction 
 
Titles:  
A: "Tadpoles into 
Frogs"  
O: "Tadpoles into 
Frogs" 
E: "Tadpoles into 
Frogs"   
B: "Tadpoles into 
Frogs" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 320L     H 
O: 490L     K 
E: 390L     I 
B: 600L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Connections of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex? 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
adult,  
alive,  
covered,  
fur,  
giant,  
groom,  
mammal,  
offspring 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
diagram, 
  
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Multiple-
Meaning 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
baby,  
early,  
eight,  
isn't,  
learn,  
seven,  
start,  
these,  
try,  
walk 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
guide,  
leader,  
protect,  
provide, 
separate 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify and 
Generate 
Rhymes; 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: 
Consonant 
Digraphs: ch, -
tch, sh, ph, th, 
ng, wh 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Suffixes:  
-ful, -less 

Fluency Skill: 
Pronunciation 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Linking Words 
 
Grammar 
Skill: More 
Plural Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Abbreviations 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Key 
Details 
 
 
 

Weekly: How 
can animal 
fables teach us 
lessons?  
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:   Week 4 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 2 Week 5 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Animals in Poems 
Essential Question What do we love about animals? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 2: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
How-to Text; 
How-to 
Directions 

Research 

Title: "The 
Furry Alarm 
Clock" 
 
Genre: 
Poetry 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: "Cats 
and Kittens," 
"Desert Camels," 
"A Bat is Not a 
Bird" 
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Literary 
Element: 
Rhythm 

Strategy: 
Reread 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Title: "Beetles," 
"The Little 
Turtle" 
 
Lexile: NP 

GRL: NA 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Title: "Gray 
Goose" 
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Amira's Petting 
Zoo  
O: Alice's New Pet 
E: Alice's New Pet 
B: Ava's Animals 

Paired Selections 
Genre: Poem 
 
Titles:  
A: "Sheep 
Season"  
O: "Baby Joey" 
E: "Four Little 
Ducklings"   
B: "Nanook" 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 250L     G 
O: 470L     K 
E: 350L     I 
B: 570L     M 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Organization; 
Sentence 
Structures; 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Purpose of the 
Text; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
behave,  
express,  
feathers,  
flapping 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Multiple-
Meaning 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
bird,  
far,  
field,  
flower,  
grow,  
leaves,  
light,  
orange,  
ready,  
until 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
alarm,  
howling, 
knobby, 
munch, 
problem 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify and 
Generate 
Rhymes; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: 3-
letter Blends: 
scr, spr, str, 
thr, spl, shr 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Compound 
Words 

Fluency Skill: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Precise 
Language 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Possessive 
Nouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Apostrophes 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Word 
Choice 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Research poems 
about animals. 
How do the 
poets use 
rhyme, rhythm, 
and/or word 
choice to create 
imagery? 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Gather 
Information 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop  
from options for 
unit research 
projects. 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:   Week 5 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Week 6 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Testing Week     Unit 2 Assessment 

 

 

 

  



 

 Unit 3  Weeks 1-6 2nd
  
Grade Trimester 2   Approx. 25 days   GCSD Revised on 6/19/14 

Big Idea: Live and Learn           What have you learned about the world that surprises you? 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
L.2.1.b  Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish).  
L.2.1.f  Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy).  
L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
L2.2.b  Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.   
L.2.2.c  Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.    
L.2.2.d  Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage -> badge; boy -> boil).  
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.    
L.2.3.a  Compare formal and informal uses of English.   
L.2.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.  
L.2.4.a  Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
L.2.4.b  Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell).  
L.2.4.c  Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).  
L.2.4.d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, bookmark).  
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.    
L.2.5.a  Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).  
L.2.5.b  Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny).   
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy).    
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  
RF.2.3.a  Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words.    
RF.2.3.b  Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.    
RF.2.3.c  Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.     
RF.2.3.e  Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences.    
RF.2.3.f  Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.    
RF.2.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.    
RF.2.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.    
RF.2.4.b  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.   
RF.2.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.    
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.    
RI.2.2  Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.   
RI.2.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.   
RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.    
RI.2.6  Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.    



RI.2.7  Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.    
RI.2.8  Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.    
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.   
RI.2.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.  
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.    
RL.2.2  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  
RL.2.3  Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.  
RL.2.4  Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.   
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.  
RL.2.6  Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.    
RL.2.8  (Not applicable to literature)    
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.   
SL.2.1.a  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).  
SL.2.1.b  .ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊs.    
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media  
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.  
SL.2.5  Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.   
SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.  
W.2.1  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect 
opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
W.2.2  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.   
W.2.3  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure.  
W.2.5  With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.  
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.    
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).    
W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit 3 Week 1 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   The Earth's Forces 
Essential Question How do the Earth's forces affect us? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 3: 
Opinion 
 
Opinion 
Letter; 
Book Review 

Research 

Title: 
"Apples and 
Gravity" 
 
Genre: 
Nonfiction 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: 
Magnets Work! 
 
Lexile: 560L 
GRL: M 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Text Features: 
Diagram With 
Labels, Bold 
Print, 
Subheadings 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Nonfiction 
 
Title: I Fall Down 
 
Lexile: 560L 

GRL: M 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 

Title: "Move It!" 
 
Lexile: 530L 
GRL: L  
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Forces at Work  
O: Forces at Work 
E: Forces at Work 
B: Forces at Work 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Machines to Push 
and Pull"  
O: "Machines to Push 
and Pull" 
E: "Machines to Push 
and Pull"   
B: "Machines to Push 
and Pull" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 220L     F 
O: 460L     K 
E: 360L     I 
B: 600L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Sentence 
Structures 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
amazing,  
force,  
measure,  
objects,  
proved,  
speed,  
true,  
weight 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
gravity 
 
Additional 
Academic Words:  
  
author's purpose, 
comparison, 
contractions, 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Similes 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
about,  
around,  
good,  
great,  
idea,  
often,  
part,  
second,  
two,  
world 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
college, 
famous,  
path,  
planets,  
straight 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify and 
Generate 
Rhyme; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Long 
a: a, ai, ay, ea, 
ei, eigh, ey 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Contractions 
with 's, 're, 'll, 
've  

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Order Ideas 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Action 
Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Abbreviations 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Author's 
Purpose 
 
 
 

Weekly: How 
do Earth's 
forces affect 
us? Research 
the pushes 
and pulls in 
your everyday 
life.  
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 1 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 3 Week 2 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Look At the Sky 
Essential Question What can we see in the sky? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 3: 
Opinion 
 
Opinion 
Letter; 
Book Review 

Research 

Title: "The 
Hidden Sun" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: 
Starry Night 
 
Lexile: 540L 
GRL: L 
 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Sequence 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Title: Mr. Putter & 
Tabby See the 
Stars 
 
Lexile: 580L 

GRL: M 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "Day to 
Night" 
 
Lexile: 550L 

GRL: M 
 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: A Special Sunset  
O: A Different Set of 
Stars 
E: A Different Set of 
Stars 
B: Shadows in the 
Sky 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Shadows and 
Sun Dials"  
O: "Stars" 
E: "Stars"   
B: "Eclipses" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 200L     F 
O: 390L     I 
E: 330L     H 
B: 540L     L 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Purpose 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Organization; 
Connections of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
adventure, 
delighted,  
dreamed,  
enjoyed,  
grumbled, 
moonlight, 
neighbor,  
nighttime 
 
Additional 
Domain 
Words: 
jellyroll,  
Big Dipper,  
Milky Way 
 
 Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Compound 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
also,  
apart,  
begin,  
either,  
hundred,  
over,  
places,  
those,  
which,  
without 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
exactly, 
present, 
reports, 
telescopes, 
total 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Isolation; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Blending; 
Phoneme 
Categorization 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Long i: 
i, y, igh, ie 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Open 
Syllables 

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Linking Words 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Present-
Tense Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Commas in a 
Series 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Story 
Structure 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Explore the 
phases of the 
Moon.  
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 2 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 3 Week 3 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Ways People Help 
Essential Question How can people help out their community? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 3: 
Opinion 
 
Opinion 
Letter; 
Book Review 

Research 

Title: "Color 
Your 
Community" 
 
Genre: 
Nonfiction 
Narrative 
 
Strategy: 
Ask and 
Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: 
Ways People 
Help 
 
Lexile: 650L 
GRL: M 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Nonfiction 
Narrative 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Text Feature: 
Photos With 
Captions 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Title: Biblioburro: 
A True Story from 
Colombia 
 
Lexile: 700L 
GRL: Q 

 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Folktale 
 
Title: "The 
Enormous Turnip" 
 
Lexile: 610L 

GRL: N 
 
 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
  
Titles: 
A: City Communities  
O: City Communities 
E: City Communities 
B: City Communities 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Folktale 
 
Titles:  
A: "Magic Anansi"  
O: "Magic Anansi" 
E: "Magic Anansi"   
B: "Magic Anansi" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 290L     G 
O: 470L     K 
E: 400L     J 
B: 620L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Connections of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Sentence 
Structure 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
across,  
borrow, 
countryside,  
ideas,  
insists,  
lonely,  
solution,  
villages 
 
Additional 
Domain 
Words: burro,  
Colombia  
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
  
narrator 
  
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Synonyms 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
better,  
group,  
long,  
more,  
only,  
our,  
started,  
three,  
who,  
won't 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
artist, 
celebration, 
commented, 
community, 
mural 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Deletion; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Addition; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Long 
o: o, oa, ow, 
oe 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Contractions 
with not 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Voice: 
Opinions 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Past- and 
Future-Tense 
Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Letter 
Punctuation 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Author's 
Purpose 
 
 
 

Weekly: How 
do people 
solve 
problems or 
help in your 
community? 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 3 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 3 Week 4 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Weather Alert! 
Essential Question How does weather affect us? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 3: 
Opinion 
 
Opinion 
Letter; 
Book Review 

Research 

Title: 
"Clouds All 
Around" 
 
Genre: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Ask and 
Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: 
Tornado! 
 
Lexile: 660L 
GRL: P 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Photos With 
Captions, Bold 
Print, 
Subheadings, 
Sidebar With 
Directions 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Main Idea and 
Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Expository 
 
Title: Wild Weather 
 
Lexile: 670L 

GRL: P 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "Can You 
Predict the 
Weather?" 
 
Lexile: 610L 

GRL: N 
 
 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Main Idea and  
Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Expository 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Weather All 
Around  
O: Weather All 
Around 
E: Weather All 
Around 
B: Weather All 
Around 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Expository 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Colors in the Sky"  
O: "Colors in the Sky" 
E: "Colors in the Sky"   
B: "Colors in the Sky" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 290L     G 
O: 460L     K 
E: 370L      I 
B: 630L     O 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Purpose 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Connections of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
damage, 
dangerous, 
destroy,  
event,  
harsh,  
prevent,  
warning,  
weather 
 
Additional 
Domain 
Words: 
temperature 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
pattern 
  
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Antonyms 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
after,  
before,  
every,  
few,  
first,  
hear,  
hurt,  
old,  
special,  
would 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
gloomy, 
pleasant, 
predict,  
reflect,  
rises 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify 
Syllables; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Long 
e: e, ee, ea, ie, 
y, ey, e_e 
 
Structural 
Analysis: -s, -
es 

Fluency Skill: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong 
Conclusions 
 
Grammar 
Skill: The Verb 
Have 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Book Titles 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Text 
Features 
 
 
 

Weekly:  How 
can people  
stay safe in 
extreme 
weather? 
 
 

 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 4 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 3 Week 5 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Express Yourself 
Essential Question How do you express yourself? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 3: 
Opinion 
 
 Letter; 
Book Review 

Research 

Title: "Why 
People 
Drum" 
 
Genre: Time 
For Kids 
 
Strategy: 
Ask and 
Answer 
Questions 

Short Text: 
"They've Got the 
Beat!" 
 
Lexile: 620L 
GRL: N 
 
Genre: Time For 
Kids 
 
Strategy: Ask 
and Answer 
Questions 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Photos With 
Captions, Bar 
Graph 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Time For 
Kids 
 
Title: Many Ways 
to Enjoy Music 
 
Lexile: 680L 
GRL: P 
 

Paired Selection 
Genre: Time For 
Kids 
 
Title: "A Musical 
Museum" 
 
Lexile: 640L 
GRL: O 
 
 

Strategy: Ask and 
Answer Questions 
 
Skill: Main Idea and 
Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: The Sounds of Trash  
O: The Sounds of Trash 
E: The Sounds of Trash 
B: The Sounds of Trash 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Talking 
Underwater"  
O: "Talking 
Underwater" 
E: "Talking 
Underwater"   
B: "Talking 
Underwater" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 410L     J 
O: 530L     L 
E: 380L      I 
B: 590L     M 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Organization; 
Sentence 
Structures 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Purpose of 
Text; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
cheered,  
concert, 
instrument, 
movements, 
music,  
rhythm,  
sounds, 
understand 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
blend, 
combine, 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Prefixes 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
America, 
beautiful, 
began, 
climbed,  
come,  
country,  
didn't,  
give,  
live,  
turned 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
communicate, 
festivals, 
respect, 
squeezing, 
tradition 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Addition and 
Deletion; 
Identify and 
Generate 
Alliteration; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Long 
u: u_e, ew, ue, 
u 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Comparative 
Endings: -er, -
est 

Fluency Skill: 
Pronunciation 

Writing Trait: 
Sentence 
Fluency: Vary 
Sentence 
Length 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Combining 
and 
Rearranging 
Sentences 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Sentence 
Punctuation 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Key 
Details 
 
 
 

Weekly: How 
do different 
musical 
instruments 
work? 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Parts of the 
Library 
Unit 
Project:Self-
select and 
develop  
from options 
for unit 
research 
projects. 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading! Assessment Options:  Week 5 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



 

Week 6 Trimester 1 Approx. 5 days 

Testing Week     Unit 3 Assessment 

 

 

 

 

  



 Unit 4  Weeks 1-6 2nd
  
Grade Trimester 2   Approx. 25 days   GCSD Revised on 6/19/14 

Big Idea: Our Life/Our World       How do different environments make the world an interesting place? 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking 
L.2.1.b  Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish). 
L.2.1.d  Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).  
L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
L.2.2.a  Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 
L.2.2.c  Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.  
L.2.2.d  Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage -> badge; boy -> boil).   
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.   
L.2.3.a  Compare formal and informal uses of English.  
L.2.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.   
L.2.4.a  Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
L.2.4.b  Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell).  
L.2.4.c  Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).  
L.2.4.d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, bookmark).   
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.   
L.2.5.a  Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).    
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy).   
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
RF.2.3.b  Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.    
RF.2.3.d  Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes.   
RF.2.3.e  Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 
RF.2.3.f  Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.   
RF.2.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.    
RF.2.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.    
RF.2.4.b  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.   
RF.2.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.    
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.   
RI.2.2  Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.    
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.   
RI.2.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.    
RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.    
RI.2.7  Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.   
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.   
RI.2.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.  



RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
RL.2.2  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  
RL.2.3  Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.    
RL.2.4  Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.    
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.     
RL.2.6  Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.   
RL.2.7  Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 
RL.2.9  Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. 
RL.2.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.   
SL.2.1.a  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).  
SL.2.1.b  .ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  
SL.2.1.c  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.    
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.    
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.    
SL.2.5  Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.    
W.2.2  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 4 Week 1 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Different Places 
Essential Question What makes different parts of the world different? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 3: 
Opinion 
 
Opinion 
Letter; 
Book Review 

Research 

Title: 
"Where Do 
You Live?" 
 
Genre: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: 
Alaska: A Special 
Place 
 
Lexile: 560L 
GRL: M 
 
Genre: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: 
Connections 
Within a Text: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Text Features: 
Map, Key, 
Labels, 
Subheadings 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: Rain Forests 
 
Lexile: 580L 
GRL: M 

 

 
 

Paired Selection 
Genre: Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "African 
Savannas" 
 
Lexile: 680L 
GRL: P 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Expository 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Rocky Mountain 
National Park  
O: Rocky Mountain 
National Park 
E: Rocky Mountain 
National Park 
B: Rocky Mountain 
National Park 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Expository 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: Ϧ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜέ  
O: "Yellowstone" 
E: "Yellowstone"   
B: "Yellowstone" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 320L     I 
O: 540L     L 
E: 430L     J 
B: 630L     O 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Visual Display 
About a 
Region 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Analyze Ideas 
Across Texts 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
eerie,  
growth,  
layers,  
lively,  
location,  
region,  
seasons, 
temperate 
 
Additional 
Domain 
Words: 
Amazon,  
equator,  
tropical 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Compound 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
below,  
colors,  
don't,  
down,  
eat,  
many,  
morning,  
sleep,  
through,  
very 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
factories, 
harbors, 
produce, 
timber,  
valleys 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Identity; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Silent 
Letters wr, kn, 
gn, mb, sc 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Prefixes/Suffix
es 

Fluency Skill: 
Pronunciation 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Focus 
on a Topic 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Linking 
Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Capitalization 
of Proper 
Nouns 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Ideas 
Across Texts 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Explore the 
land features, 
plants, 
animals, and 
climate of a 
region. 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 1 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 4 Week 2 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Earth Changes 
Essential Question  How does the Earth change? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 4: 
Narrative Text 
 
Fictional 
Narrative; 
Poem 

Research 

Title: "Earth 
Changes" 
 
Genre: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: Into 
the Sea 
 
Lexile: 650L 
GRL: O 
 
Genre: 
Expository 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: 
Connections 
Within a Text: 
Cause and Effect 
 
Text Features: 
Photos, Bold 
Print, 
Subheadings 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Cause and Effect 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: Volcanoes 
 
Lexile: 680L 

GRL: P 

Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "To The 
Rescue" 
 
Lexile: 750L 
GRL: R 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Cause and Effect 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Expository 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Earthquakes  
O: Earthquakes 
E: Earthquakes 
B: Earthquakes 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Expository 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Glaciers"  
O: "Glaciers" 
E: "Glaciers"   
B: "Glaciers" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 350L     I 
O: 530L     L 
E: 430L     J 
B: 630L    O 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Organization 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
active,  
Earth,  
explode,  
island,  
local,  
properties,  
solid,  
steep 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
erupt,  
lava 
 
Additional 
Academic Words:  
time-order words 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Sentence Clues 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
animal,  
away,  
building,  
found,  
from,  
Saturday, 
thought,  
today,  
toward,  
watch 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
carved,  
glide,  
sphere, 
suddenly, 
surface 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Blending; 
Phoneme 
Substitution 
 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: r-
controlled 
vowels /ûr/  er, 
ir, ur, or 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Inflectional 
Endings 

Fluency Skill: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Time-Order 
Words 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Helping 
Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Quotation 
Marks 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Author's Word 
Choice 
 
 
 

Weekly:    
How do 
natural events 
change the 
earth? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 2 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 4 Week 3 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Our Culture Makes Us Special 
Essential Question  How are kids around the world different? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 4: 
Narrative Text 
 
Fictional 
Narrative; 
Poem 

Research 

Title: "My 
New School" 
 
Genre: 
Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: 
Happy New 
Year! 
 
Lexile: 590L 
GRL: M 
 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Compare and 
Contrast 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Title: Dear Primo: A 
Letter to My Cousin  
 
Lexile: 610L 

GRL: N 

Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "Games 
Around the World" 
 
Lexile: 600L 

GRL: N 
 
 
 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting Plot: 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Sharing Cultures 
O: A New Life in India 
E: A New Life in India 
B: Akita and Carlo 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Music Around the 
World"  
O: "Dress Around the 
World" 
E: "Dress Around the 
World"   
B: "Food Around the 
World" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 350L      I 
O: 480L     K 
E: 440L     J 
B: 620L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Prior 
Knowledge 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Organization; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
common, 
costume, 
customs,  
favorite,  
parade, 
surrounded, 
travels,  
wonder 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
cousin,  
primo 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
  
voice 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Similes 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
ago,  
carry,  
certain, 
everyone, 
heavy,  
outside,  
people, 
problem, 
together,  
warm 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
accompanies, 
assigns, 
crowded, 
locker,  
usual 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Generate 
Rhyme; Initial 
Sound and 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: r-
controlled 
vowels /ôr/ or, 
ore, oar; /är/ 
ar 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Irregular 
Plurals 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Voice: Show 
Feelings 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Irregular 
Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Book Titles 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze How 
an Author 
Compares 
Characters 
and Events 
 
 
 

Weekly:  
Research   
games from 
around the 
world. How 
are they 
played? 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 3 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 4 Week 4 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Folktales About Nature 
Essential Question  How can we understand nature? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 4: 
Narrative Text 
 
Fictional 
Narrative; 
Poem 

Research 

Title: "How 
Thunder and 
Lightning 
Came to Be" 
 
Genre: 
Folktale/Dra
ma 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: 
"Why the Sun 
and the Moon 
Live in the Sky" 
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 
Genre: Play 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Theme 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Folktale/Drama 
 
Title: How the 
Beetle Got Her 
Colors  
 
Lexile: NP 

GRL: NA 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Folktale 
 
Title: "How the 
Finch Got Its 
Colors" 
 
Lexile: 600L 
GRL: N 
 
 

Strategy: Visualize 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Folktale 
  
Titles: 
A: Why Turtles Live in 
Water  
O: How Butterflies 
Came to Be 
E: How Butterflies 
Came to Be 
B: Why Spider Has 8 
Thin Legs  
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Folktale 
 
Titles:  
A: "Why Corn Has Silk"  
O: "How the Rainbow 
Was Made" 
E: "How the Rainbow 
Was Made"   
B: "Why There Are 
Stars" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 290L     G 
O: 440L     J 
E: 340L     H 
B: 600L    N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre; 
Purpose 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
ashamed,  
boast,  
dash,  
holler,  
plenty,  
similarities,  
victory,  
wisdom 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Root 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
again,  
behind,  
eyes,  
gone, 
happened, 
house,  
inside,  
neither,  
stood,  
young 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
blustery,  
chilly, 
drenched, 
drizzle,  
task 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Blending; 
Identify 
Syllables 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: r-
controlled 
vowels /îr/  
eer, ere, ear 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Abbreviations 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: Develop 
Character 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Irregular 
Verbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Letter 
Punctuation 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Theme 
 
 
 

Weekly: How 
do folktales 
from different 
cultures 
explain 
nature? 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 4 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 4 Week 5 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Poems About Nature 
Essential Question  What excites us about nature? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 4: 
Narrative Text 
 
Fictional 
Narrative; 
Poem 

Research 

Title: 
"Redwood 
National 
Forest," 
"The 
Amazing 
Meadow," 
"The Sahara 
Desert" 
 
Genre: 
Poetry 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 

Short Text: 
"Snow Shape," 
"Nature Walk," 
"In the Sky" 
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Literary 
Element: 
Repetition 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Title: "April Rain 
Song," "Rain 
Poem"  
 
Lexile: NP 

GRL: NA 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Title: 
"Helicopters," 
"Windy Tree"  
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 
 

Strategy: 
Visualize 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: A Hike in the 
Woods  
O: A Little World 
E: A Little World 
B: Star Party 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Poem 
 

Titles:  
A: "The Woods"  
O: "See a Star" 
E: "By the Sea"   
B: "Moon" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 340L     H 
O: 500L     L 
E: 400L     J 
B: 590L    M 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Purpose; 
Connections of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
drops,  
excite,  
outdoors,  
pale 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
 
sensory words 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Similes 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
among,  
bought,  
knew,  
never,  
once,  
soon,  
sorry,  
talk,  
touch,  
upon 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
broad,  
dunes,  
plump,  
swaying,  
twirling 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify 
Syllables; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: r-
controlled 
vowels /âr/ 
are, air, ear, 
ere 
 
Structural 
Analysis:  
r-controlled 
Vowel 
Syllables 

Fluency Skill: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Sensory Words 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Contractions 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Contractions/ 
Apostrophes 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Word 
Choice and 
Provide 
Opinion 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Research 
nature poems. 
How are 
similes used in 
poems about 
nature? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Taking Notes 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop  
from options 
for unit 
research 
projects. 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 5 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Week 6 Trimester 2 Approx. 5 days 

Testing Week      Unit 4 Assessment 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 Unit 5  Weeks 1-6 2nd
  
Grade Trimester 3  Approx. 25 days   GCSD Revised on 6/19/14 

Big Idea: Let's Make a Difference      How can people make a difference? 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.    
L.2.1.b  Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish).    
L.2.1.c  Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).  
L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
L.2.2.a  Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 
L.2.2.c  Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.    
L.2.2.d  Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage -> badge; boy -> boil).  
L.2.2.e Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.   
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.    
L.2.3.a  Compare formal and informal uses of English 
L.2.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.    
L.2.4.a  Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  
L.2.4.b  Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell).    
L.2.4.c  Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).  
 L.2.4.d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, bookmark).    
L.2.4.e  Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.  
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.    
L.2.5.a  Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).    
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy).    
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  
RF.2.3.a  Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words.   
RF.2.3.b  Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.  
RF.2.3.c  Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.   
RF.2.3.d  Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
RF.2.3.e  Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 
RF.2.3.f  Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.    
RF.2.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.    
RF.2.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.   
RF.2.4.b  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.    
RF.2.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.   
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
RI.2.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.    



RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.    
RI.2.7  Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 
RI.2.6  Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.    
RI.2.8  Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.    
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.  
RI.2.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.  
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.    
RL.2.2  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.    
RL.2.3  Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.  
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.    
RL.2.6  Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.    
RL.2.9  Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.   
RL.2.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.    
SL.2.1.a  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).    
SL.2.1.b  .ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƻǘhers. 
SL.2.1.c  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.  
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.    
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.  
SL.2.5  Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.    
SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.  
W.2.2  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.    
W.2.3  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure.   
W.2.5  With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.    
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).    
 W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 5 Week 1 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Being a Good Citizen 
Essential Question  What do good citizens do? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 5: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
Explanatory 
Writing; 
Compare/Cont
rast Writing 

Research 

Title: "A Boy 
Named 
Martin" 
 
Genre: 
Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: A 
Difficult Decision 
 
Lexile: 510L 
GRL: L 
 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Realistic 
Fiction 
 
Title: Grace for 
President 
 
Lexile: 580L 
GRL: M 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Nonfiction 
Narrative 
 
Title: "Helping to 
Make Smiles" 
 
Lexile: 520L 
GRL: L 
 
 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Realistic Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Fixing the 
Playground  
O: The Food Crew 
E: The Food Crew 
B: How Many Greats? 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Titles:  
A: "Hero"  
O: "A School Feeds 
Others" 
E: "A School Feeds 
Others"   
B: "Freedom Walk" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 340L     H 
O: 480L     K 
E: 430L     J 
B: 620L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Organization; 
Sentence 
Structure 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Connections of 
Ideas 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
champion, 
determined,  
issues,  
promises, 
responsibility, 
rights,  
volunteered,  
votes 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
electoral, 
constituents, 
candidate 
 
 
Additional 
Academic Words:  
 
quotation marks, 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Suffixes 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
answer,  
been,  
body,  
build,  
head,  
heard,  
minutes, 
myself,  
pretty,  
pushed 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
calm,  
concern, 
exhausted, 
offered,  
treat 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Reversal; 
Initial and 
Final Sound 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: 
Diphthongs 
ou, ow 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Irregular 
Plurals 

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: 
Descriptive 
Details 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Pronouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Quotation 
Marks 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Point 
of View 
 
 
 

Weekly: How 
can kids be 
good citizens 
at school and 
in the 
community? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 1 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 5 Week 2 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Cooperation Works! 
Essential Question  How do people get along? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 5: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
Explanatory 
Writing; 
Compare/Cont
rast Writing 

Research 

Title: "My 
First Day" 
 
Genre: 
Summarize 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: 
Soccer Friends 
 
Lexile: 510L 
GRL: L 
 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Title: Once Upon 
a Baby Brother 
 
Lexile: 560L 
GRL: M 
 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "Bully-Free 
Zone" 
 
Lexile: 640L 
GRL: O 
 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Rainy Day  
O: Thirteen Is a Crowd 
E: Thirteen Is a Crowd 
B: Partners 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Boys and Girls 
Club"  
O: "Big Brothers Big 
Sisters" 
E: "Big Brothers Big 
Sisters"   
B: "4-H" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 350L     I 
O: 500L     L 
E: 400L     J 
B: 660L     P 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Connections of 
Ideas; 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
amused, 
cooperate, 
describe, 
entertained, 
imagination, 
interact,  
patient,  
peaceful 
 
Additional 
Domain 
Words: 
brainstormed 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Idioms 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
brought,  
busy,  
else,  
happy,  
I'll,  
laugh,  
love,  
maybe,  
please,  
several 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
audience, 
decorate, 
instructions, 
pretended, 
shiver 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Blending; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Deletion 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: 
Diphthongs oy, 
oi 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Consonant + le 
(el, al) 
Syllables 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Sentence 
Fluency: Vary 
Sentence 
Length 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Pronouns 
I and Me, We 
and Us 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Capitalizing 
the Pronoun I 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Point 
of View 
 
 
 

Title: "My First 
Day" 
 
Genre: 
Summarize 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 2 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 5 Week 3 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Our Heroes 
Essential Question  What do heroes do? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 5: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
Explanatory 
Writing; 
Compare/Cont
rast Writing 

Research 

Title: "A 
Hero On and 
Off Skis"  
 
Genre: 
Information
al 
Text/Biogra
phy 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: 
César Chávez 
 
Lexile: 600L 
GRL: N 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Biography 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: 
Connections 
Within a Text: 
Sequence 
 
Text Features: 
Bold Print, 
Subheadings, 
Timeline 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Biography 
 
Title: Brave Bessie 
 
Lexile: 650L 
GRL: P 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Fiction/ 
Legend 
 
Title: "The Legend 
of Kate Shelley" 
 
Lexile: 640L 
GRL: O 
 
 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Sequence 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Biography 
  
Titles: 
A: Rudy Garcia-Tolson  
O: Rudy Garcia-Tolson 
E: Rudy Garcia-Tolson 
B: Rudy Garcia-Tolson 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Biography 
 
Titles:  
A: "The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown"  
O: "The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown" 
E: "The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown"   
B: "The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 380L     J 
O: 550L     M 
E: 470L     K 
B: 640L     O 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
agree,  
challenging,  
discover,  
heroes,  
interest,  
perform,  
study,  
succeed 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Synonyms 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
air,  
along,  
always,  
draw,  
during,  
ever,  
meant,  
nothing,  
story,  
won't 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
competing, 
inspired, 
limited, 
overcome, 
refused 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify 
Syllables; 
Phoneme 
Categorization
; Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: 
Variant 
Vowels: /ü/ 
oo, u, u_e, ew, 
ue, ui;  
κǻκ oo, ou, u 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Contractions 
with not 

Fluency Skill: 
Phrasing 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Sequence 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Possessive 
Pronouns 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Capitalization 
of Proper 
Nouns 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Sequence 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Explore the 
life of an 
American 
hero. 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 3 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 5 Week 4 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Preserving Our Earth 
Essential Question  How can we protect the Earth? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 5: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
Explanatory 
Writing; 
Compare/Con
trast Writing 

Research 

Title: "Clean 
Water" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 
Strategy: 
Make, 
Confirm, 
Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: The 
Art Project 
 
Lexile: 660L 
GRL: P 
 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: 
Problem and 
Solution 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: Problem 
and Solution 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Fiction 
 
Title: ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻŘŎǳǘǘŜǊΩǎ 
Gift 
 
 
Lexile: 690L 
GRL: P 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: Ϧ9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
Resources" 
 
Lexile: 600L 
GRL: N 
 
 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Character, 
Setting, Plot: Problem 
and Solution 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Let's Carpool  
O: Our Beautiful Tree 
E: Our Beautiful Tree 
B: Family Night 
Unplugged 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "The Clean Air 
Campaign"  
O: "Dirt!"  
E: "Dirt!"   
B: "Tips For Saving 
Power" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 350L     I 
O: 550L     M 
E: 470L     K 
B: 640L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Sentence 
Clues 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Connections of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
curious,  
distance,  
Earth 
resources, 
enormous,  
gently,  
proudly,  
rarely,  
supply 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
cause and 
effect, 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Homophones 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
city,  
father,  
mother,  
o'clock,  
own,  
questions,  
read,  
searching,  
sure,  
though 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
hesitated, 
memorable, 
pollution, 
reasons, 
suggest 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify 
Syllables; 
Phoneme 
Deletion; 
Phoneme 
Blending; 
Phoneme 
Addition 
 
Phonics/Spellin
g Skill: Variant 
Vowels: /ô/ a, 
aw, au, augh, 
al, ough 
 
 
 
 
Structural 
Analysis: Vowel 
Team Syllables 

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Linking Words 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Contractions 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Contractions/ 
Possessive 
Pronouns 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Character, 
Setting, and 
Plot 
 
 
 

Weekly:  How 
can recycling 
different items 
and materials 
help protect 
the earth?   
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 4 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 5 Week 5 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Rights and Rules 
Essential Question  Why are rules important? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 5: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Text 
 
Explanatory 
Writing; 
Compare/Cont
rast Writing 

Research 

Title: "Town 
Rules" 
 
Genre: Time 
For Kids 
 
Strategy: 
Make, 
Confirm, 
Revise 
Predictions 

Short Text: 
Visiting the Past 
 
Lexile: 610L 
GRL: N 
 
Genre: Time For 
Kids 
 
Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: 
Connections 
Within a Text: 
Cause and Effect 
 
Text Features: 
Subheadings, 
Chart 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: Cause 
and Effect 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Time For 
Kids 
 
Title: Setting the 
Rules 
 
 
Lexile: 610L 
GRL: N 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Time For 
Kids 
 
Title: "American 
Symbols" 
 
Lexile: 650L 
GRL: P 
 
 

Strategy: Make, 
Confirm, Revise 
Predictions 
 
Skill: Connections With 
a Text: Cause and 
Effect 
Main Selections 
Genre: Expository Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Government Rules  
O: Government Rules 
E: Government Rules 
B: Government Rules 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Expository Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Pool Rules"  
O: "Pool Rules" 
E: "Pool Rules"   
B: "Pool Rules" 
 
Lexiles     GRlL: 
A: 460L     K 
O: 540L     L 
E: 490L     K 
B: 670L     P 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Purpose 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Purpose of a 
Text; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
exclaimed,  
finally,  
form,  
history,  
public,  
rules,  
united,  
writers 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words: 
alphabetical 
order,,  
symbols 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Multiple-
Meaning Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
anything, 
children, 
everybody, 
instead,  
paper,  
person,  
voice,  
whole,  
woman,  
words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words: 
elected, 
permission, 
recycle, 
services, 
transportation 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Deletion; 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Reversal; 
Phoneme 
Blending 
 
Phonics/Spellin
g Skill: Short 
Vowel Digraphs: 
/e/ ea;  
/u/ ou; /i/ y 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Alphabetical 
Order (two 
letters) 

Fluency Skill: 
Pronunciation 

Writing Trait: 
Voice: Formal 
vs. Informal 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Pronoun-
Verb 
Agreement 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Book Titles 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Cause 
and Effect 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Explore the 
history and 
significance of 
an American 
symbol.  
 
 
 
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Review Parts 
of the Library 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop  
from options 
for unit 
research 
projects. 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 5 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Week 6 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Testing Week     Unit 5 Assessment 

 

  



 Unit 6  Weeks 1-6 2nd
  
Grade Trimester 3  Approx. 25 days   GCSD Revised on 6/19/14 

Big Idea: How on Earth?           What keeps our world working? 

COMMON > LANGUAGE ARTS > COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS: 
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.    
L.2.1.c  Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).  
L.2.1.e  Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified.    
L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.   
L.2.2.a  Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.  
L.2.2.c  Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
L.2.2.d  Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage -> badge; boy -> boil).    
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.    
L.2.3.a  Compare formal and informal uses of English.  
L.2.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.    
L.2.4.a  Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.   
L.2.4.b  Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell).   
L.2.4.c  Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).    
L.2.4.d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, bookmark) 
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.   
L.2.5.a  Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).    
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy).    
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.   
RF.2.3.b  Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.   
RF.2.3.c  Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.    
RF.2.3.d  Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
RF.2.3.e  Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences.    
RF.2.3.f  Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.    
RF.2.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.    
RF.2.4.a  Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.   
RF.2.4.b  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.   
RF.2.4.c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.  
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
RI.2.2  Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.   
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
RI.2.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.   
RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.  
RI.2.6  Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe. 
RI.2.7  Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.    
RI.2.8  Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.    



RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 
RI.2.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.  
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.   
RL.2.2  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.    
RL.2.6  Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.    
RL.2.9  Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.  
RL.2.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2ς3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.    
SL.2.1.a  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).    
SL.2.1.b  .ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ    
SL.2.1.c  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.    
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.    
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.  
SL.2.5  Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.    
W.2.1  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect 
opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
W.2.2  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.    
W.2.3  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure.    
W.2.5  With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 6 Week 1 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Plant Myths and Facts 
Essential Question  What do myths help us understand? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 6: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Writing 
 
Summary; 
Research 
Report 

Research 

Title: "The 
Bluebell" 
 
Genre: 
Fiction/Myt
h 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: Why 
Fir Tree Keeps 
His Leaves 
 
Lexile: 560L 
GRL: M 
 
Genre: Myth 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Theme 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Fiction/Myth 
 
Title: The Golden 
Flower: A Taino 
Myth from Puerto 
Rico 
 
Lexile: 590L 
GRL: M 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: "A Pumpkin 
Plant" 
 
Lexile: 600L 
GRL: N 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Theme 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Myth 
  
Titles: 
A: The Apples of 
Idun  
O: Hercules and the 
Golden Apples 
E: Hercules and the 
Golden Apples 
B: Demeter and 
Persephone 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Tomatoes"  
O: "Apples" 
E: "Apples"   
B: "Pomegranate" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 400L    J 
O: 550L    M 
E: 440L     J 
B: 630L     N 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
appeared,  
crops,  
develop,  
edge,  
golden,  
rustled,  
shining,  
stages  
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
Puerto Rico 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
adjective, 
 myth, 
 point of view, 
  
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Sentence Clues 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
door,  
front,  
order,  
probably, 
remember, 
someone, 
tomorrow, 
what's,  
worry,  
yesterday 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
disturb,  
entire,  
magnificent, 
stumbled, 
trembled 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify and 
Make Oral 
Rhymes; 
Phoneme 
Addition; 
Phoneme 
Blending; 
Phoneme 
Deletion 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: 
Closed 
Syllables and 
Open Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Compound 
Words 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong 
Openings 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Adjectives 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Commas in a 
Series 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Theme 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Research a 
plant and 
what it needs 
to grow.  

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 1 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 6 Week 2 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   We Need Energy 
Essential Question  How do we use energy? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 6: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Writing 
 
Summary; 
Research 
Report 

Research 

Title: "How 
Does Energy 
Make Your 
Hair Stand 
Up?" 
 
Genre: 
Information
al 
Text/Exposit
ory 
 
Strategy: 
Reread 

Short Text: 
Pedal Power 
 
Lexile: 660L 
GRL: P 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Text Features: 
Photos With 
Captions, 
Subheadings, 
Diagram, Labels 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: My Light  
 
Lexile: 680L 
GRL: P 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository  
 
Title: "The Power 
of Water" 
 
Lexile: 650L 
GRL: O 
 
 

Strategy: Reread 
 
Skill: Author's 
Purpose 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Wind Power  
O: Wind Power 
E: Wind Power 
B: Wind Power 
 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: 
Informational Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "A Solar House"  
O: "A Solar House" 
E: "A Solar House"   
B: "A Solar House" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 440L     J 
O: 550L     M 
E: 490L     K 
B: 690L     P 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Genre; 
Connections of 
Ideas; Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
electricity,  
energy,  
flows,  
haul,  
power,  
silent,  
solar,  
underground 
 
Additional 
Domain 
Words: dam,  
generators 
 
  
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Paragraph 
Clues 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
alone,  
became, 
beside,  
four,  
hello,  
large,  
notice,  
round,  
suppose, 
surprised 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
charge,  
effects,  
rushes,  
slight,  
streak 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Initial 
Phoneme 
Addition; 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Initial 
Phoneme 
Substitution 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: CVCe 
Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Prefixes/Suffix
es 

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Content 
Words 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Articles 
and This, That, 
These, and 
Those 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Names and 
Titles 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze 
Author's 
Purpose 
 
 
 

Weekly: How 
do we use 
different 
forms of 
energy in our 
everyday 
lives? 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 2 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 6 Week 3 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Team Up to Explore 
Essential Question  Why is teamwork important? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 6: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Writing 
 
Summary; 
Research 
Report 

Research 

Title: 
"Teamwork 
in Space" 
 
Genre: 
Information
al 
Text/Exposit
ory 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: Dive 
Teams 
 
Lexile: 660L 
GRL:     P 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea 
and Key Details 
 
Text Features: 
Photos With 
Captions, Map, 
Labels 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea and 
Key Details 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: Astronaut 
Handbook 
 
Lexile: 790L 
GRL: S 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Narrative 
Nonfiction 
 
Title: "Teamwork to 
the Top" 
 
Lexile: 720L 
GRL: Q 
 
 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Main Idea and 
Key Details 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: Digging For Sue  
O: Digging For Sue 
E: Digging For Sue 
B: Digging For Sue 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
 
Titles:  
A: "Ancient Ship 
Discovered!"  
O: "Ancient Ship 
Discovered!" 
E: "Ancient Ship 
Discovered!"   
B: "Ancient Ship 
Discovered!" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 430L     J 
O: 550L     M 
E: 470L     K 
B: 670L     P 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Prior 
Knowledge; 
Connections of 
Ideas 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex?; 
Sentence 
Structure; 
Specific 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Words: 
exploration, 
important, 
machines, 
prepare,  
repair,  
result,  
scientific, 
teamwork 
 
Additional 
Domain Words: 
astronaut, 
satellites 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: Greek 
and Latin Roots 

High-
Frequency 
Words:  
above,  
brother,  
follow,  
listen,  
month,  
soft, 
something, 
song,  
who's,  
wind 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
attach,  
collect,  
deliver, 
experiments, 
nations 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Identify 
Syllables; 
Phoneme 
Segmentation 
and Blending; 
Phoneme 
Addition and 
Deletion 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: 
Consonant + le 
(el, al) 
Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Contractions/ 
Possessives 

Fluency Skill: 
Pronunciation 

Writing Trait: 
Ideas: 
Supportive 
Details 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Adjectives 
That Compare 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Apostrophes 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Text 
Features 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Research a 
place you'd 
like to travel 
and explore 
with a team. 
What jobs will 
need to be 
done? What 
job will each 
team member 
have? 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 3 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  

 



Unit 6 Week 4 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   Money Matters 
Essential Question  How do we use money? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 6: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Writing 
 
Summary; 
Research 
Report 

Research 

Title: "Keep 
the 
Change!" 
 
Genre: 
Information
al 
Text/Exposit
ory 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: The 
Life of a Dollar Bill 
 
Lexile: 660L 
GRL: P 
 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Text Features: 
Photos With 
Captions, Graph, 
Labels, 
Subheadings 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: 
Problem and 
Solution 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: 
Informational 
Text/Expository 
 
Title: Money 
Madness 
Lexile: 780L 
GRL: S 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: 
Fiction/Myth 
 
Title: "King Midas 
and the Golden 
Touch" 
 
Lexile: 720L 
GRL: Q 
 
 

Strategy: Summarize 
 
Skill: Connections 
Within a Text: Problem 
and Solution 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Informational 
Text 
  
Titles: 
A: How to Be a Smart 
Shopper  
O: How to Be a Smart 
Shopper 
E: How to Be a Smart 
Shopper 
B: How to Be a Smart 
Shopper 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Myth 
 
Titles:  
A: "The Golden Fleece"  
O: "The Golden Fleece" 
E: "The Golden Fleece"   
B: "The Golden Fleece" 
 
Lexiles     GRL: 
A: 450L     K 
O: 540L     L 
E: 500L     L 
B: 680L     P 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Organization; 
Genre 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
Organization; 
Specific 
Vocabulary; 
Genre 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
invented,  
money,  
prices,  
purchase,  
record,  
system,  
value,  
worth 
 
Additional 
Domain 
Words: credit 
cards 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Paragraph 
Clues 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
against, 
anymore, 
complete, 
enough,  
river,  
rough, 
sometimes, 
stranger, 
terrible,  
window 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
charity,  
image,  
popular, 
portrait,  
symbol 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Segmentation; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Reversal 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: Vowel 
Team Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Comparative 
Endings: -er, -
est (with 
spelling 
changes) 

Fluency Skill: 
Intonation 

Writing Trait: 
Organization: 
Strong 
Conclusions 
 
Grammar 
Skill: Adverbs 
and 
Prepositional 
Phrases 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Capitalization 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Text 
Connections 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Where does 
money come 
from and 
where does it 
go? 
 
 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 4 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



Unit 6 Week 5 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Weekly Concept:   The World of Ideas 
Essential Question  Where can your imagination take you? 
Read Aloud Reading/Writing 

Workshop 
Comprehension 

Literature 
Anthology  
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Leveled 
Reader 
Main 
Selection, 
Paired 
Selection 

Access 
Complex Text 
(ACT) 

Vocabulary 
Words 

High-
Frequency 
Words 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words 

Phonics Fluency Skill Writing 
Unit 6: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
Writing 
 
Summary; 
Research 
Report 

Research 

Title: "Give 
Me a Brown 
Box," "Music 
Sends Me" 
 
Genre: 
Poetry 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 

Short Text: "A 
Box of Crayons," 
"What Story is 
This?," "The 
Ticket" 
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Literary 
Element: Rhyme 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of 
View 
 
Main Selection 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Title: "Books to 
the Ceiling," "I've 
Got This 
Covered," "Eating 
While Reading" 
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 
Paired Selection 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Title: "Clay Play," 
"Crayons" 
 
Lexile: NP 
GRL: NA 
 
 

Strategy: 
Summarize 
 
Skill: Point of View 
 
Main Selections 
Genre: Fiction 
  
Titles: 
A: Matt's Journey  
O: A Fantastic Day! 
E: A Fantastic Day! 
B: A Day in Ancient 
Rome 
 
Paired Selections 
Genre: Poem 
 
Titles:  
A: "Autumn Leaves,"  
"The Orchestra"  
O: "A Butterfly Life,"  
"Circus Day" 
E: "Pablo and I,"  
"My Tiny Friend" 
B: "Lost and Found,"  
"My Magic Car" 
 
Lexiles      GRL: 
A: 430L      J 
O: 560L     M 
E: 470L     K 
B: 640L     O 
 

Reading/ 
Writing 
Workshop: 
Purpose; Lack 
of Prior 
Knowledge 
 
Literature 
Anthology: 
What Makes 
This Text 
Complex? 

Vocabulary 
Words:  
create,  
dazzling, 
imagination, 
seconds 
 
Additional 
Academic 
Words:  
blend, 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Strategy: 
Metaphors 

High-
Frequency 
Words: 
afternoon, 
ahead,  
anyone, 
everything, 
pretended, 
scientist, 
somehow, 
throughout, 
trouble, 
wherever 

Oral 
Vocabulary 
Words:  
flash,  
igloo,  
moat, 
orchestra, 
snore 

Phonemic 
Awareness: 
Phoneme 
Addition; 
Phoneme 
Substitution; 
Phoneme 
Segmentation 
 
Phonics/Spelli
ng Skill: r-
controlled 
Vowel 
Syllables 
 
Structural 
Analysis: 
Three (or 
more) Syllable 
Words 

Fluency Skill: 
Expression 

Writing Trait: 
Word Choice: 
Strong Words 
 
Grammar 
Skill: 
Adjectives and 
Adverbs 
 
Grammar 
Mechanics: 
Sentence 
Punctuation 
 
Write About 
Reading: 
Analyze Point 
of View 
 
 
 

Weekly: 
Explore poetry 
and a poet's 
use of 
imagery.  
 
Unit Level: 
Research Skill: 
Visual Displays 
and 
Multimedia 
Presentations 
Unit Project: 
Self-select and 
develop  
from options 
for unit 
research 
projects. 

Assessment 
Options 

¶  WONDERS Reading Assessment Options:  Week 5 Tests (Spelling, Grammar, Vocab, etc) 

¶ Daily/Weekly Formative Assessment Options:  Exit Slips, Observation, Daily Work, Homework.  



 

Week 6 Trimester 3 Approx. 5 days 

Testing Week    Unit 6 Assessment 

 

 



Reading Standards for Literature Kï2 [RL] 
The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also infused through the requirement that 
students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year's grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills 
and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

 
 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 
 

   KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS  
1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions 

about key details in a text. 

 
2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, in- 

cluding key details. 

 
3. With prompting and support, identify characters, set- 

tings, and major events in a story. 

1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
 

 
2. Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate un- 

derstanding of their central message or lesson. 

 
3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a sto- 

ry, using key details. 

1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, 
when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of 
key details in a text. 

2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from di- 
verse cultures, and determine their central message, 
lesson, or moral. 

3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major 
events and challenges. 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE   

4. Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 
text. 

 
5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, 

poems). 

 
6. With prompting and support, name the author and il- 

lustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling 
the story. 

4. Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that sug- 
gest feelings or appeal to the senses. 

 
5. Explain major differences between books that tell sto- 

ries and books that give information, drawing on a wide 
reading of a range of text types. 

6. Identify who is telling the story at various points in a 
text. 

4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, 
alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and 
meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including de- 
scribing how the beginning introduces the story and the 
ending concludes the action. 

6. Acknowledge differences in the points of view of charac- 
ters, including by speaking in a different voice for each 
character when reading dialogue aloud. 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS   

7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship 
between illustrations and the story in which they appear 
(e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). 

 
8. (Not applicable to literature) 

9. With prompting and support, compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of characters in familiar 
stories. 

7. Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its 
characters, setting, or events. 

 

 
8. (Not applicable to literature) 

9. Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences 
of characters in stories. 

7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words 
in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of 
its characters, setting, or plot. 

 
8. (Not applicable to literature) 

9. Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same 
story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or 
from different cultures. 

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT 
COMPLEXITY 

  

10.  Actively engage in group reading activities with pur- 
pose and understanding. 

10.  With prompting and support, read prose and poetry 
of appropriate complexity for grade 1. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend litera- 
ture, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2-3 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 1

5
1

3
 



Reading Standards for Informational Text Kï2

 [RI

] 
 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text. 

 
2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic 

and retell key details of a text. 

1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, 
when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of 
key details in a text. 

2. Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 2. Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well 
as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text. 

3. With prompting and support, describe the connection 
between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of in- 
formation in a text. 

3. Describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

3. Describe the connection between a series of historical 
events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical 
procedures in a text. 

 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

4. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions 
about unknown words in a text. 

5. Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a 
book. 

 

 
6. Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the 

role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a 
text. 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship 
between illustrations and the text in which they appear 
(e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an il- 
lustration  depicts). 

8. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an au- 
thor gives to support points in a text. 

9. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities 
in and differences between two texts on the same topic 
(e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

 

RANGE OF READING AND LEVEL OF TEXT 
COMPLEXITY 

10. Actively engage in group reading activities with pur- 
pose and understanding. 

 
 

4. Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify 
the meaning of words and phrases in a text. 

5. Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, ta- 
bles of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or information in a text. 

 
6. Distinguish between information provided by pictures 

or other illustrations and information provided by the 
words in a text. 

 

 
7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its 

key ideas. 
 

 
8. Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in 

a text. 

9. Identify basic similarities in and differences between two 
texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descrip- 
tions, or procedures). 

 

 
10. With prompting and support, read informational texts 

appropriately complex for grade 1. 

 
 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 

5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, 
bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic 
menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text 
efficiently. 

6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the 
author wants to answer, explain, or describe. 

 
 

 
7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing 

how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 
 

 
8. Describe how reasons support specific points the author 

makes in a text. 

9. Compare and contrast the most important points pre- 
sented by two texts on the same topic. 

 
 

 
10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informa- 

tional texts, including history/social studies, science, 
and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range. 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (Kï2) [RF] 
These standards are directed toward fostering students' understanding and working knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions of the English writing 
system. These foundational skills are not an end in and of themselves; rather, they are necessary and important components of an effective, comprehensive reading program designed to develop 
proficient readers with the capacity to comprehend texts across a range of types and disciplines. Instruction should be differentiated: good readers will need much less practice with these concepts 
than struggling readers will. The point is to teach students what they need to learn and not what they already know-to discern when particular children or activities warrant more or less attention. 

 

Note: In kindergarten, children are expected to demonstrate increasing awareness and competence in the areas that follow. 

 
 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
a. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 
b. Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including conso- 

nant blends. 
c. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken 

single-syllable words. 
d. Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual 

sounds (phonemes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  Words, syllables, or phonemes written in /slashes/refer to their pronunciation or phonology. Thus, /CVC/ is a word with three phonemes 
regardless of the number of letters in the spelling of the word. 
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PRINT CONCEPTS  
1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page. 
b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific se- 

quences of letters. 
c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. 
d. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 
a. Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, 

ending  punctuation). 

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS  

2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 
b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 
c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 
d. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in 

three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words.* (This does not in- 
clude CVCs ending with /l/,  /r/,  or /x/.) 

e. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to 
make new words. 

 

 



 

 

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (Kï5) [RF] 
Note: In kindergarten, children are expected to demonstrate increasing awareness and competence in the areas that follow. 

 
 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 
 

   PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION  
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 

skills in decoding words. 
a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter- 

sound correspondences by producing the primary 
sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each 
consonant. 

b. Associate the long and short sounds with common 
spellings (graphemes) for the five major vowels. 

c. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., 
the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does). 

d. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by iden- 
tifying the sounds of the letters that differ. 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words. 
a. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for com- 

mon consonant digraphs. 
b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
c. Know final -e and common vowel team conventions 

for representing long vowel sounds. 
d. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel 

sound to determine the number of syllables in a 
printed word. 

e. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns 
by breaking the words into syllables. 

f. Read words with inflectional endings. 
g. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly 

spelled words. 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words. 
a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading reg- 

ularly spelled one-syllable words. 
b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional 

common vowel teams. 
c. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with 

long vowels. 
d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
e. Identify words with inconsistent but common spell- 

ing-sound  correspondences. 
f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly 

spelled words. 

FLUENCY   

4. Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and 
understanding. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropri- 

ate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recogni- 

tion and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropri- 

ate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recogni- 

tion and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
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Writing Standards (Kï2) [W] 
The following standards for K-5 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Each year in their writing, students 
should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly 
demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year's grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered 
in preceding grades. The expected growth in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing samples in Appendix C. 

 
 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to 
compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the 
topic or the name of the book they are writing about 
and state an opinion or preference about the topic or 
book (e.g., My favorite book is . . .). 

2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to 
compose informative/explanatory texts in which they 
name what they are writing about and supply some in- 
formation about the topic. 

3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to 
narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, 
tell about the events in the order in which they oc- 
curred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

 
PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
WRITING 

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic 
or name the book they are writing about, state an opin- 
ion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some 
sense of closure. 

 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name 

a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide 
some sense of closure. 

 
3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more ap- 

propriately sequenced events, include some details re- 
garding what happened, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide some sense of closure. 

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic 
or book they are writing about, state an opinion, sup- 
ply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words 
(e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and rea- 
sons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they intro- 
duce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, 
and provide a concluding statement or section. 

 
3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated 

event or short sequence of events, include details to 
describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use tempo-     
ral words to signal event order, and provide a sense of 
closure. 

4. (Begins in grade 3) 4. (Begins in grade 3) 4. (Begins in grade 3) 

5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to 
questions and suggestions from peers and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 

6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a va- 
riety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, in- 
cluding in collaboration with peers. 

RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT 
KNOWLEDGE 

7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., 
explore a number of books by a favorite author and ex- 
press opinions about them). 

8. With guidance and support from adults, recall informa- 
tion from experiences or gather information from pro- 
vided sources to answer a question. 

5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a 
topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, 
and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of 
digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in 
collaboration with peers. 

 

 
7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., 

explore a number of "how-to" books on a given topic 
and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 

8. With guidance and support from adults, recall informa- 
tion from experiences or gather information from pro- 
vided sources to answer a question. 

5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus 
on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising 
and editing. 

6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of 
digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in 
collaboration with peers. 

 

 
7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., 

read a number of books on a single topic to produce a 
report; record science observations). 

8. Recall information from experiences or gather informa- 
tion from provided sources to answer a question. 

9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. (Begins in grade 4) 
 

RANGE OF WRITING 

10. (Begins in grade 3) 10.  (Begins in grade 3) 10.  (Begins in grade 3) 
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Speaking and Listening Standards Kï2 [SL] 
The following standards for K-5 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Students advancing through the 
grades are expected to meet each year's grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

 
 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 

COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION 

1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse 
partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers 
and adults in small and larger groups. 
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listen- 

ing to others and taking turns speaking about the 
topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 
 
 
 

 
2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or informa- 

tion presented orally or through other media by asking 
and answering questions about key details and request- 
ing clarification if something is not understood. 

3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get in- 
formation, or clarify something that is not understood. 

1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse 
partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups. 
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listen- 

ing to others with care, speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Build on others' talk in conversations by respond- 
ing to the comments of others through multiple 
exchanges. 

c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the 
topics and texts under discussion. 

2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text 
read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media. 

 

3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in 
order to gather additional information or clarify some- 
thing that is not understood. 

1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse 
partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups. 
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gain- 

ing the floor in respectful ways, listening to others 
with care, speaking one at a time about the topics 
and texts under discussion). 

b. Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their 
comments to the remarks of others. 

c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as need- 
ed about the topics and texts under discussion. 

2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read 
aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media. 

 

3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in 
order to clarify comprehension, gather additional infor- 
mation, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 

 

PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, 
with prompting and support, provide additional detail. 

 

5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as 
desired to provide additional detail. 

 

 
6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas 

clearly. 

 
 

4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant 
details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 

 

5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descrip-  
tions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings. 

 

6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task 
and situation. (See grade 1 Language standards 1 and 3 
on page 28 for specific expectations.) 

 
 

4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly 
in coherent sentences. 

5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add draw- 
ings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of 
experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, 
and feelings. 

6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task 
and situation in order to provide requested detail or 
clarification. (See grade 2 Language standards 1 and 3 
on page 28 for specific expectations.) 
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Language Standards Kï2 [L] 
The following standards for grades K-5 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Students advancing through 
the grades are expected to meet each year's grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. Beginning in grade 3, skills and 
understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk (*). See 
the table on page 33 for a complete list and Appendix A for an example of how these skills develop in sophistication. 

 
 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 

CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. With guidance and support, identify and write many 

upper- and lowercase letters, including those in the 
student's name. 

b. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
c. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding IsI or IesI 

(e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
d. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) 

(e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
e. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., 

to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared 

language  activities. 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Independently identify and legibly write all upper-and 

lowercase letters (legibility is defined as the letter be- 
ing recognizable to readers in isolation from other let- 
ters in a word). 

b. Produce grade-appropriate text using legible writing. 
c. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 
d. Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in 

basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). 
e. Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns 

(e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their; anyone, everything). 
f. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and 

future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk 
home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 

g. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
h. Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, 

or, so, because). 
i. Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 
j. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, 

beyond, toward). 
k. Produce and expand complete simple and compound 

declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclama- 
tory sentences in response to prompts. 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Fluently, independently, and legibly write all upper- 

and lowercase letters. 
b. Produce grade-appropriate text using legible 

writing. 
c. Understand that cursive is different from 

manuscript. 
d. Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 
e. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural 

nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish). 
f. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
g. Form and use the past tense of frequently occur- 

ring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 
h. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between 

them depending on what is to be modified. 
i. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple 

and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched 
the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The 
action movie was watched by the little boy). 

 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pro- 

noun I. 
b. Recognize and name end punctuation. 
c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and 

short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowl- 

edge of sound-letter relationships. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Capitalize dates and names of people. 
b. Use end punctuation for sentences. 
c. Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a 

series. 
d. Use conventional spelling for words with common 

spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular 
words. 

e. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phone- 
mic awareness and spelling conventions. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic 

names. 
b. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
c. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and fre- 

quently occurring possessives. 
d. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing 

words (e.g., cage --7 badge; boy --7 boil). 
e. Consult reference materials, including begin- 

ning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct 
spellings. 
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Language Standards Kï2 [L] 
 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 
 

KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE  

3. (Begins in grade 2) 3. (Begins in grade 2) 
 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Compare formal and informal uses of English. 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE   
 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and mul- 
tiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten 
reading and content. 
a. Identify new meanings for familiar words and ap- 

ply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a bird and 
learning the verb to duck). 

b. Use the most frequently occurring inflections and af- 
fixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to 
the meaning of an unknown word. 

 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of 
strategies. 
a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 
b. Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the 

meaning of a word. 
c. Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) 

and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, 
looking). 

 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of 
strategies. 
a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 
b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed 

when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., 
happyIunhappy, tellIretell). 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of 
an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, 
additional). 

d. Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words 
to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., 
birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, 
bookmark). 

e. Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print 
and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of 
words and phrases. 
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Language Standards Kï2 [L] 
 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 Students: Grade 2 Students: 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE (CONTINUED) 

5. With guidance and support from adults, explore word 
relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, 

foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent. 

b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring 
verbs and adjectives by relating them to their oppo- 
sites (antonyms). 

c. Identify real-life connections between words 
and their use (e.g., note places at school that are 
colorful). 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describ- 
ing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, strut, 
prance) by acting out the meanings. 

5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate 
understanding of word relationships and nuances in 
word meanings. 
a. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, cloth-   

ing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent. 

b. Define words by category and by one or more key at- 
tributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger is a 
large cat with stripes). 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., note places at home that are cozy). 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differ- 
ing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, glare, 
scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., 
large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by 
acting out the meanings. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Identify real-life connections between words and 

their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or 
juicy). 

b. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely relat- 
ed verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related 
adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny). 

 

 
6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, 

reading and being read to, and responding to texts. 
6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, 

reading and being read to, and responding to texts, in- 
cluding using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal 
simple relationships (e.g., because). 

6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversa- 
tions, reading and being read to, and responding to 
texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to de- 
scribe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes 
me happy). 
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